
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 
Narrative Summary 

Largest Volume Justice Courts in Arizona 
Court Name, County FY13 Case Filings 
Pima Consolidated Justice

2
, Pima County 143,379 

White Tank Justice, Maricopa County 19,608 
Kingman/Cerbat Consolidated, Mohave 
County 

18,995 

San Marcos Justice, Maricopa County  17,811 
Kyrene Justice, Maricopa County 17,669 
 

Justice of the peace courts hear all types of criminal 
traffic and civil traffic cases, certain misdemeanor cases 
and some courts conduct preliminary hearings for felony 
cases. Civil jurisdiction for this period is limited to cases 
involving claims less than $10,000 and small claims cases 
less than $2,500. Effective January 1, 2014, the small 
claims jurisdiction in justice courts will increase from 
$2,500 to $3,500. Justice Courts can also issue orders of 
protection and injunctions prohibiting harassment as well 
as issue search warrants. 

 

During fiscal year 2013, 760,243 cases were filed into 
justice courts statewide. Of the total filings, civil traffic is 
the largest category, making up 46.9%, or almost half of 
the total cases filed. The civil case type category, which is 
second largest, represents 26.3% of the total filings. 
Criminal Traffic and misdemeanors make up the next 
largest categories with 12.3% and 11.0% respectively. The 
remaining categories include felony with 3.4% and non-
criminal with 0.1%.  

 

 
 

From FY12 to FY13, case filings in justice courts 
decreased by 28,990 filings, or 3.7%. The civil category 
had the largest numerical decrease over the fiscal year, 
dropping 8.0% from 216,955 to 199,533. Within the 
criminal traffic category, Driving under the Influence 
filings decreased by 3.2%, from 19,570 to 18,939.  The 
only category that had an increase in filings from FY12 to 
FY13 were felony filings, which increased 23.1%. Civil 
Traffic, Criminal Traffic and Misdemeanor cases each 
reported decreases in filings of 1.8%, 3.3% and 7.1% 
respectively. 

 

 

 

Statewide, justice courts terminated 797,321 cases 
during FY13, a 2.7% decrease over the 819,304 cases 
terminated the previous fiscal year. Terminations 
decreased across all case types except felony cases, which 
increased by 13.9% and Civil Traffic, which had no 
significant change. As of June 30, 2013, 613,431 cases 
were pending in the justice courts a decrease of 2.2% 
from the 627,200 pending on July 1, 2012. The caseload 
clearance rate of 104.9% resulted in a decreased pending 
caseload of 13,769 cases. 
 

Petitions for orders of protection decreased 3.0%, 
from 9,478 in FY12 to 9,197 in FY13. Of those petitions 
filed, 88.3% were issued by the court. Petitions for 
injunctions against harassment also decreased, from 
7,040 in FY12 to 6,668 in FY13, a decrease of 5.3%. Justice 
Courts issued 80.1% of the injunction against harassment 
petitions filed. An additional 2,143 order of protection 
review hearings and 1,228 injunction against harassment 
review hearings were held during FY13.  

 

Justice of the peace courts held 7,209 court trials and 
236 jury trials during FY13. Of the total trials held, 9.5% 
were criminal traffic, 19.6% were misdemeanor and 
70.9% were civil cases. The courts also issued 3,271 
search warrants during FY13. 

 

As of June 30, 2013 a total of 195,208 total warrants 
were outstanding, 106,031 for criminal traffic violations 
and 89,177 for other criminal violations. 
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1
 Non-criminal case filings representing 0.1% of the case filings 

were excluded from the chart. 
2
 Pima Consolidated Justice Court includes eight co-located 

justice court precincts. 
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 ABBREVIATIONS 

 (Justice of the Peace Courts) 
 

 

CR TRAF ................................................................................................................ Criminal Traffic 

 

CV TRAF ...................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 

 

DISP. ..............................................................................................................................Dispositions 

 

DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 

 

FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 

 

Inj Harassment ................................................................................. Injunction Against Harassment 

 

Misd .............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 

 

NC ............................................................................................................................... Non Criminal 

 

Non-Cr Ord .................................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 

 

Ord Protection .................................................................................................... Order of Protection 

 

Stat Corr ........................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 

 

  







CASES FILED INCLUDE ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN.  
 CASES DISPOSED INCLUDE TERMINATIONS AND TRANSFERS OUT.   
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