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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 25-312, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
25-312.  Dissolution of marriage; findings necessary 4 
The court shall enter a decree of dissolution of marriage if it finds 5 

each of the following: 6 
1.  That one of the parties, at the time the action was commenced, was 7 

domiciled in this state, or was stationed in this state while a member of the 8 
armed services, and that in either case the domicile or military presence has 9 
been maintained for ninety days prior to BEFORE filing the petition for 10 
dissolution of marriage. 11 

2.  The conciliation provisions of section 25-381.09 and the provisions 12 
of article 5 of this chapter either do not apply or have been met. 13 

3.  IF THE PARTIES HAVE MINOR CHILDREN TOGETHER, THAT THE REQUIREMENTS 14 
OF SECTION 25-381.19 HAVE BEEN MEET. 15 

3.  4.  The marriage is irretrievably broken or, if the marriage is a 16 
covenant marriage, any of the grounds prescribed in section 25-903. 17 

4.  5.  To the extent it has jurisdiction to do so, the court has 18 
considered, approved and made provision for child custody, the support of any 19 
natural or adopted child common to the parties of the marriage entitled to 20 
support, the maintenance of either spouse and the disposition of property.  21 

Sec. 2.  Section 25-381.19, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 22 
read: 23 

25-381.19.  Transfer of certain actions where minor child 24 
involved; counseling 25 

A.  Whenever any WHEN AN action for annulment of marriage, dissolution 26 
of marriage,  or legal separation is filed in the superior court and it 27 
appears to the court at any time during the pendency of the action that there 28 
is any ARE minor child CHILDREN of the spouses or either of them whose 29 
welfare may be adversely affected by the dissolution or annulment of the 30 
marriage, legal separation or the disruption of the household, and there 31 
appears to be some reasonable possibility of a reconciliation being effected, 32 
PARTIES THE COURT SHALL: 33 

1.  TRANSFER the case may be transferred to the conciliation court for 34 
proceedings for reconciliation of the spouses or amicable settlement of 35 
issues in controversy in accordance with the provisions of this article. 36 

2.  INCLUDE IN THE PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION ISSUED PURSUANT TO SECTION 37 
25-315 AN ORDER STATING THAT THE PARTIES MUST COMPLETE FAMILY COUNSELING 38 
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION IN AN ATTEMPT TO PRESERVE THE FAMILY UNIT.  THE 39 
ORDER SHALL ALSO STATE THAT IT IS THE OFFICIAL POLICY OF THIS STATE TO 40 
RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILDREN BEING RAISED IN A HOME BY A MOTHER AND A 41 
FATHER. 42 

B.  THE CONCILIATION COURT SHALL REQUIRE THE PARENTS TO COMPLETE 43 
COUNSELING AS PRESCRIBED BY THE SUPREME COURT AND SHALL PROVIDE THE PARTIES 44 
WITH A LIST OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AGENCIES APPROVED BY THE SUPREME COURT THAT 45 
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PROVIDE APPROPRIATE FAMILY COUNSELING SERVICES.  THE LIST SHALL INCLUDE 1 
FAITH-BASED AGENCIES AS WELL AS THOSE THAT HAVE NO AFFILIATION WITH A 2 
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION. 3 

C.  THE CONCILIATION COURT SHALL PROVIDE THE PARENTS WITH WRITTEN 4 
INFORMATION REGARDING STATE AND PRIVATE AGENCIES THAT PROVIDE FAMILY SUPPORT 5 
SERVICES AND MECHANISMS TO HELP THE PARENTS RAISE THEIR CHILDREN IN A 6 
TRADITIONAL NUCLEAR FAMILY.  THE INFORMATION SHALL ALSO INCLUDE STATISTICAL 7 
INFORMATION REGARDING THE IMPORTANCE OF CHILDREN BEING RAISED BY THEIR 8 
PARENTS IN A TRADITIONAL NUCLEAR FAMILY TO POSITIVE CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT. 9 

D.  THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION DO NOT APPLY IF THERE IS 10 
DOCUMENTED EVIDENCE OF SPOUSAL OR CHILD ABUSE BY ONE OF THE PARENTS.  11 
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