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Sec. 12.  HABEAS CORPUS.  The writ of habeas corpus is a writ of right, and 

shall never be suspended.  The Legislature shall enact laws to render the remedy 

speedy and effectual.

Sec. 13.  EXCESSIVE BAIL OR FINES; CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT; REMEDY BY 

DUE COURSE OF LAW.  Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 

imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishment inflicted.  All courts shall be open, 

and every person for an injury done him, in his lands, goods, person or 

reputation, shall have remedy by due course of law.

Sec. 14.  DOUBLE JEOPARDY.  No person, for the same offense, shall be twice 

put in jeopardy of life or liberty; nor shall a person be again put upon trial 

for the same offense after a verdict of not guilty in a court of competent 

jurisdiction.

Sec. 15.  RIGHT OF TRIAL BY JURY.  The right of trial by jury shall remain 

inviolate.  The Legislature shall pass such laws as may be needed to regulate 

the same, and to maintain its purity and efficiency.  Provided, that the 

Legislature may provide for the temporary commitment, for observation and/or 

treatment, of mentally ill persons not charged with a criminal offense, for a 

period of time not to exceed ninety (90) days, by order of the County Court 

without the necessity of a trial by jury.  

(Amended Aug. 24, 1935.)

Sec. 15-a.  COMMITMENT OF PERSONS OF UNSOUND MIND.  No person shall be 

committed as a person of unsound mind except on competent medical or psychiatric 

testimony.  The Legislature may enact all laws necessary to provide for the 

trial, adjudication of insanity and commitment of persons of unsound mind and to 

provide for a method of appeal from judgments rendered in such cases.  Such laws 

may provide for a waiver of trial by jury, in cases where the person under 

inquiry has not been charged with the commission of a criminal offense, by the 

concurrence of the person under inquiry, or his next of kin, and an attorney ad 

litem appointed by a judge of either the County or Probate Court of the county 

where the trial is being held, and shall provide for a method of service of 

notice of such trial upon the person under inquiry and of his right to demand a 

trial by jury.  

(Added Nov. 6, 1956.)

Sec. 16.  BILLS OF ATTAINDER; EX POST FACTO OR RETROACTIVE LAWS; IMPAIRING 
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