Just to clarify, I agree completely with Judge Swann on his arguments that Masters should not have rights above a judge as it relates to decision making and determining the best interests of the child.      
1. This needs to be left to a judge who was selected by the governor to that position based on recommendations, education, and experience.   Judges are held to certain standard and have to consider all conflict of interest.   
 
1. I would argue that we are missing most of Rule 53 Master that addresses the conflict of interest which is very important and needs to be addressed when appointing Masters.     
 
1. I agree that it negatively impacts poorer to median income families to be forced to have a Special Master.  Families should have a right to say no, similarly to what we have in place for Rule 74.  
 
2. As it stands today, I am receiving so many complaints and concerns about Parenting Coordinators negatively impacting the lives of the children by changing parenting plans around and frequently leaving the other parent out of the discussion simply because they can’t pay.  The PCs then have these exparte meetings without the other parent.  We have PCs like Annette Burns who then force the other parent in their contracts to pay the 100% of the fee if the parent can’t pay their share.   However the order from the judge is then ignored because it specifically says 50/50.  I have an example of a woman who over a year ago had to go into bankruptcy and has been told under Judge Cooper this year that she still has to pay the father her 50% though it was expunged in Federal Court for the fees generated by her ex for Annette’s fees.   
 
1. My only final comment is that we are missing all the protections for parties under Rule 53 Master and very good explicit requirements around conflict of interest that even a judge has to uphold to.   I request that all that language be added back in as it is part of our due process and prevents under the law anyone taking on this role without good qualifications.  
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At the end of the day these are people’s lives and children’s lives.   There has to be more explicit language on qualifications and the right for families to choose.   

