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BEFORE THE PRESIDING DISCIPLINARY JUDGE 

 
IN THE MATTER OF A SUSPENDED 

MEMBER OF THE STATE BAR OF 

ARIZONA, 

 

LAURENCE M. BERLIN, 
  Bar No. 006558 

 

 Respondent.  

 PDJ 2021-9067 

 

DECISION ACCEPTING 
AGREEMENT FOR DISCIPLINE BY 
CONSENT 
 

[State Bar No. 21-0786, 21-1698] 

 

FILED October 25, 2021 

 

Pursuant to Rule 57(a), Ariz. R. Sup. Ct., an Agreement for Discipline by Consent 

was filed on October 8, 2021.  A Probable Cause Order issued on July 13, 2021, and the 

formal complaint was filed on August 8, 2021.  The State Bar of Arizona is represented by 

Kelly J. Flood.  Mr. Berlin is represented by Terrence P. Woods. 

Rule 57 requires that admissions be tendered “in exchange for the stated form of 

discipline.” The respondent lawyer’s right to an adjudicatory hearing is waived only if the 

conditional admissions and proposed form of discipline are approved.  If an agreement is 

not accepted, the conditional admissions are withdrawn and may not be used in any 

subsequent proceeding.  Contingent on approval of the proposed form of discipline, Mr. 

Berlin has voluntarily waived the right to an adjudicatory hearing, as well as all motions, 

defenses, objections, or requests that could be asserted.  The State Bar is the complainant in 

these matters, so no notice is necessary under Rule 53(b)(3).  

The Agreement details a factual basis to support the conditional admissions and is 

incorporated by reference. See Rule 57(a)(4).  Mr. Berlin admits that he violated Rule 42, ERs 
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3.4(c) (knowingly disobey obligation under rules of tribunal), 5.5 (unauthorized practice of 

law), 8.4(d) (conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice), and Rules 33(c) (practice 

in courts), and 54(c) (knowing violation of court rule/order).  As a sanction, the parties agree 

to a six month and one day suspension and the payment of costs in the sum of $1,200.00 

within 30 days of the final judgment and order. 

The parties stipulate that while suspended in PDJ 202-9017, Mr. Berlin engaged in 

the unauthorized practice of law by filing documents on three separate occasions and before 

three separate courts/tribunals.  The parties stipulate that Mr. Berlin knowingly violated 

his duties to the profession, the legal system, and the public.  His conduct caused actual  

harm to the profession, legal system, and the public.   

The presumptive sanction is disbarment under ABA Standard 8.1 – Prior Discipline 

Orders.  The parties stipulate to the existence of aggravating factors 9.22(a) (prior 

disciplinary offenses), 9.22(c) (pattern of misconduct), 9.22(d) (multiple offenses), and 9.22(i) 

(substantial experience in the practice of law). The parties further stipulate to the existence 

of mitigating factors 9.32(b) (absence of selfish or dishonest motive), 9.32(e) (full and free 

disclosure to disciplinary board or cooperative attitude towards proceedings), 9.32(g) 

(character or reputation), 9.32(k) (imposition of other penalties or sanctions), and 9.32(l) 

remorse.  The parties further agree that Mr. Berlin was acting to protect his clients’ interests 

in the three matters and was not motivated by self-interest.  Upon application of the 

aggravating and mitigating factors, the parties stipulate that a long-term suspension is the 

appropriate sanction. 
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IT IS ORDERED accepting the Agreement.  A final judgment and order is signed 

this date.  

DATED this 25th day of October 2021. 

Margaret H. Downie   
Margaret H. Downie  
Presiding Disciplinary Judge  

 
COPY of the foregoing e-mailed 
on this 25th day of October 2021 to: 
 
Kelly J. Flood 
Bar Counsel 
State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100 
Phoenix, AZ  85016-6288 
Email:  LRO@staff.azbar.org  

Terrence P. Woods 
Broening Oberg Woods & Wilson PC 
2800 N. Central Avenue, Suite 1600 
Phoenix, AZ  85004-1047 
Email: tpw@bowwlaw.com 
Respondent’s Counsel 

 
 
by:  MSmith 
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MEMBER OF THE STATE BAR OF 

ARIZONA, 

 

LAURENCE M. BERLIN, 

  Bar No. 006558 

 

 Respondent. 

 

 PDJ 2021-9067 

 
FINAL JUDGMENT AND ORDER 
 
State Bar No.  21-0786 
 
FILED October 25, 2021 
 

 

The Presiding Disciplinary Judge accepted the parties’ Agreement for Discipline by 

Consent submitted pursuant to Rule 57(a), Ariz. R. Sup. Ct.  

Accordingly:    

 IT IS ORDERED that Respondent, LAURANCE M. BERLIN, Bar No. 006558, is 

suspended from the practice of law in Arizona for six months and one day for his conduct 

in violation of the Arizona Rules of Professional Conduct, as outlined in the consent 

documents, effective immediately.  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon reinstatement, Respondent shall be subject 

to any terms of probation imposed as a result of reinstatement hearings held. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent shall comply with the requirements 

of Rule 72, Ariz. R. Sup. Ct., including notifying clients, counsel, and courts of his 

suspension. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent shall pay the costs and expenses of 

the State Bar of Arizona in the sum $1,200.00, within 30 days from the date of service of 

this order.  There are no costs or expenses incurred by the Office of the Presiding 

Disciplinary Judge in these proceedings. 

  DATED this 25th day of October, 2021. 

Margaret H. Downie   
Margaret H. Downie  
Presiding Disciplinary Judge  

 
Copies of the foregoing emailed  
this 25th day of  October, 2021, to: 
 
Terrence P. Woods 
Broening Oberg Woods & Wilson PC 
2800 N Central Avenue STE 1600  
Phoenix, AZ  85004-1047 
Email: tpw@bowwlaw.com   
Respondent's Counsel   
 
Kelly J Flood 
Staff Bar Counsel   
State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N 24th Street, Suite 100 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-6266 
Email: LRO@staff.azbar.org 
 
by: MSmith 
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