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BEFORE THE PRESIDING DISCIPLINARY JUDGE 
 

IN THE MATTER OF A MEMBER OF 
THE STATE BAR OF ARIZONA, 
 

WILLIAM JAMES FISHER, JR., 
  Bar No. 005832 
 

Respondent.  

 PDJ 2017-9132 
 

FINAL JUDGMENT AND 
ORDER 
 

[State Bar No. 15-2704] 
 

FILED JANUARY 18, 2018 
 

 
The Presiding Disciplinary Judge having reviewed the Agreement for Discipline 

by Consent filed on December 29, 2017, pursuant to Rule 57(a), Ariz. R. Sup. Ct., 

accepted the parties’ proposed agreement. Accordingly:    

 IT IS ORDERED Respondent, William James Fisher, Jr., Bar No. 005832 

is suspended from the practice of law for two (2) years for his conduct in violation 

of the Rules of the Supreme Court, including Arizona Rules of Professional Conduct, 

as outlined in the consent documents, effective thirty (30) days from the date of this 

order. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED upon reinstatement, Mr. Fisher shall be placed 

on probation for two (2) years (with the terms and conditions to be determined at the 

time of reinstatement) and subject to any additional terms imposed by a Hearing 

Panel as a result of reinstatement hearings held. 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED pursuant to Rule 72 Ariz. R. Sup. Ct., Mr. 

Fisher shall immediately comply with the requirements relating to notification of 

clients and others. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Mr. Fisher shall pay the costs and expenses 

of the State Bar of Arizona in the amount of $1,200.00, within thirty (30) days from 

the date of this order.  There are no costs or expenses incurred by the disciplinary 

clerk and/or Presiding Disciplinary Judge’s Office in these disciplinary proceedings. 

  DATED this 18th day of January, 2018. 

                 William J. O’Neil              
     William J. O’Neil, Presiding Disciplinary Judge  
 
 
 
 
Copies of the foregoing mailed/emailed  
this 18th day of January, 2018, to: 
 
James D. Lee 
Senior Bar Counsel 
State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N 24th Street, Suite 100 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-6266 
Email: LRO@staff.azbar.org    
 
Mark I. Harrison 
Osborn Maledon, PA 
2929 N Central Ave, Ste 2100 
Phoenix, AZ 85012-2765 
Email: mharrison@omlaw.com 
Respondent’s Counsel 
 
by: AMcQueen 

mailto:LRO@staff.azbar.org
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BEFORE THE PRESIDING DISCIPLINARY JUDGE 
 

IN THE MATTER OF A MEMBER OF 
THE STATE BAR OF ARIZONA, 
 
WILLIAM JAMES FISHER, JR., 
  Bar No. 005832 
 
 Respondent. 

 PDJ-2017-9132 
 
DECISION AND ORDER 
ACCEPTING DISCIPLINE BY 
CONSENT  
 
[State Bar No. 15-2704] 
 
FILED JANUARY 18, 2018 

 
   A Probable Cause Order issued on August 28, 2017 and filed on August 30, 

2017. No formal complaint has been filed. Under Rule 57(a), Ariz. R. Sup. Ct.,1 an 

agreement for discipline by consent was filed on December 29, 2017 by William 

James Fisher, Jr., (“Fisher”) who is represented by counsel, Mark I. Harrison, 

Osborn Maledon, PA, and the State Bar of Arizona by Senior Bar Counsel James D. 

Lee.  

Rule 57 requires admissions be tendered solely “…in exchange for the stated 

form of discipline….” Under that rule, the right to an adjudicatory hearing is waived 

only if the “…conditional admission and proposed form of discipline is 

approved….” If the agreement is not accepted, those conditional admissions are 

automatically withdrawn and shall not be used against the parties in any subsequent 

                                                           
1 Unless otherwise stated all rule references are to the Ariz. R. Sup. Ct. 
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proceeding. Mr. Fisher has voluntarily waived the right to an adjudicatory hearing, 

and waived all motions, defenses, objections or requests that could be asserted upon 

approval of the proposed form of discipline. The State Bar is the complainant in this 

proceeding therefore no notice of this agreement is required under Rule 53(b)(3). 

The Agreement details a factual basis to support the conditional admissions.  

Mr. Fisher conditionally admits he violated Rule 42, ERs 1.15(a), (b)(1), and (e), 

(safekeeping property) and Rules 43(a), 43(a)(4), 43(b)(1)(A), 43(b)(1)(C), 

43(b)(2)(A), 43(b)(2)(B), 43(b)(2)(C), and 43(b)(2)(D) (trust account requirements).   

The agreed upon sanctions include a two (2) year suspension and upon 

reinstatement, two (2) years of probation with the terms to be determined at the time 

of reinstatement. Mr. Fisher agrees to pay the costs and expenses of this disciplinary 

proceeding of $1,200.00 within thirty (30) days from this date. If costs are not paid 

within that time, interest will accrue at the legal rate. There are no costs incurred by 

the Office of the Presiding Disciplinary Judge. The conditional admissions are 

briefly summarized. 

Mr. Fisher has been licensed to practice law in Arizona since July 3, 1979. He 

has never previously been the subject of formal discipline. In early September 2015, 

he lost the general ledger for his trust account. He made frequent inquiries with his 

bank about his balance. He had written a check for $15,000 on August 24, 2015, to 

a Tucson law firm he had associated with regarding a client. On October 13, 2015, 
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that check was finally submitted to the bank for payment. The balance in his account 

was $8,588.57. The check was returned for insufficient funds. The overdraft resulted 

from recordkeeping errors and losing his ledger. 

Mr. Fisher admits he failed to comply with the trust account Rule 

requirements. He failed to maintain: duplicate deposit slips; adequate individual 

client ledgers; and an administrative funds ledger, as required. He failed to reconcile 

his client trust accounts as required and maintained an inappropriately large sum of 

funds in his trust account for administrative purposes. He comingled his personal 

funds with client and third-party funds.  

He has since taken steps to correct his practices, including hiring an 

accountant to ensure compliance with the Rules. To reconcile his trust account and 

implement proper procedures he hired a well-respect Certified Public Accountant.  

Despite this, he could not reconstruct and recreate his trust account records. 

The Agreement discusses multiple other issues, such as client funds of $2,800 

that should have been in his trust account, but were not. In another example, his 

records reflected that $6,886 was being held to satisfy liens of a client, when there 

was only $4,547.43. That does not take into account other funds that should have 

been held for other clients and third-parties. On August 1, 2015, his trust account 

had a deficit of no less than $37,297.43. Mr. Fisher admits negligently and 

knowingly misappropriating client funds. He has cooperated with the State Bar 
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throughout. Mr. Fisher admits that on some occasions he negligently converted 

client funds, and on some occasions knowingly did so.  Restitution is not an issue.  

Rule 58(k) provides sanctions shall be determined under the American Bar 

Association Standards for Imposing Lawyer Sanctions, (“Standards”).  The parties 

agree the presumptive sanction is disbarment. Standards 4.11 and 4.12. Upon 

application of the aggravating and mitigating factors, the parties stipulate that a two-

year suspension is appropriate. Standards 9.22 and 9.33. It is helpful that counsel for 

Mr. Fisher supplemented the record with extensive documentation to support some 

of the mitigation. 

The parties further agree that given the mitigation present, a reduction in the 

presumptive sanction is appropriate.  The agreed upon sanction is a two (2) year 

suspension and upon reinstatement, two (2) years of probation (with the terms and 

conditions to be determined at the time of reinstatement), and the payment of the 

State Bar’s costs and expense totaling 1,2000.00 within thirty (30) days. 

Now therefore,  

IT IS ORDERED accepting and incorporating the Agreement and any 

supporting documents by this reference. William James Fisher is suspended from 

the practice of law for two years effective thirty (30) days from this date. He shall 

pay costs of $1,200.00 within thirty (30) days of the date of this order. There are no 



5 

costs incurred by the Office of the Presiding Disciplinary Judge.  A final judgment 

and order is signed this date.   

DATED this 18th January, 2018. 
       
      William J. O’Neil     
     William J. O’Neil, Presiding Disciplinary Judge  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COPY of the foregoing e-mailed/mailed  
On this 18th day of January 2018, to: 
      
James D. Lee 
Senior Bar Counsel 
State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N 24th Street, Suite 100 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-6266 
Email: LRO@staff.azbar.org    
 
Mark I. Harrison 
Osborn Maledon, PA 
2929 N Central Ave, Ste 2100 
Phoenix, AZ 85012-2765 
Email: mharrison@omlaw.com 
Respondent’s Counsel 
 
by:  AMcQueen 
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