
VIA U.S. MAIL AND EMAIL 

Supreme Court of Arizona 
Court Clerk's Office 
1501 West Washington, Suite #402 
Phoenix, AZ 85007-3231 
aea@courts.az. gov 

Dear Committee Members: 

April 10, 2019 

We are writing to request the issuance of a formal ethics opinion from the Attorney Ethics 
Advisory Committee (the "Committee") concerning whether an attorney who has not received a 
third-party recovery in connection with a client matter has any ethical obligation to provide 
"status" or otherwise communicate with a third-party (or their lawyer) who claims to have an 
interest in a possible future recovery. 

This issue has arisen on numerous occasions because attorneys for several large Arizona 
hospitals have repeatedly sent out form letters to a number of attorneys, like those attached hereto, 
claiming that "status" and "reasonable requests for information" about a possible injury claim is 
required by ERs 1.4, 1.15, and 4.4. 

Although we believe there is no obligation to communicate "status" or anything else about 
a client or former client unless and until a recovery is obtained, and then only as specifically 
required by ER 1.15, numerous attorneys have been threatened and, in some cases, subjected to 
complaints with the State Bar of Arizona ("SBA"). While the SBA has not, to our knowledge, 
opened any disciplinary proceedings to date, we believe that given the statewide importance of 
this issue and the fact that it is being raised in a form letter sent out to numerous plaintiffs lawyers 
through the state who have no way of being aware of the SBA's disposition on such matters, the 
Committee should provide formal guidance to the legal community on this issue. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
























