
1 

 IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
____________________________________ 

 
 
 
In the Matter of:    ) 
 ) 
CONTINUING THE TASK FORCE ) Administrative Order 
ON COUNTERING DISINFORMATION ) No. 2020 - 203 
 ) 
 )   
____________________________________) 
 

The Arizona Judiciary’s Strategic Agenda, Justice for the Future, Planning for Excellence, 
includes several initiatives on promoting public trust and confidence and promoting public 
awareness of courts and the role courts serve in our society.  The First Amendment rights of 
freedom of speech and government transparency and accountability are foundational to public trust 
and confidence in our government institutions.  Having accurate information is also foundational 
to this exercise of the right to criticize and seek redress of grievances.  

 
The authenticity of court records, video, and digital communication are fundamental to the 

justice system.  Counter to that interest, is the rapidly advancing abilities of social media and 
technology as tools to alter or forge records and communication by those who would spread false 
or misleading information.  To ensure the public maintains the high degree of trust they now have 
in Arizona’s courts, officials must be prepared to respond to engineered attacks. 

 
This Court established a Countering Disinformation Task Force (“Task Force”) that 

recommended steps the Arizona Judicial Council could take to prepare for and respond to 
misinformation and disinformation campaigns.  Among the recommendations was continuing the 
Task Force another year to continue its review and to assist with implementing the Task Force 
recommendations. 
 

Therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Section 3, of the Arizona Constitution, 
 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
 
1. CONTINUATION: The Task Force on Countering Disinformation, established by 
Administrative Order No. 2019-114, is continued.  
 
2. PURPOSE: The Task Force shall implement or recommend steps to implement the 
recommendations approved by the Arizona Judicial Council on October 22, 2020. 
 
3. MEMBERSHIP:  The individuals listed in Appendix A are appointed as members of the Task 
Force for a term beginning January 1, 2021 and ending December 31, 2021.  The Chief Justice 
may appoint additional members as may be necessary.  
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4. MEETINGS:  Task Force meetings shall be scheduled at the discretion of the Chair.  All 
meetings shall comply with the Arizona Code of Judicial Administration § 1-202:  Public 
Meetings.  
  
5. STAFF:  The Administrative Office of the Courts shall provide staff for the Task Force and 
shall assist the Task Force in developing recommendations and preparing any necessary reports 
and petitions.  

 
Dated this 23rd day of December, 2020. 

 
 
 

 
____________________________________ 
ROBERT BRUTINEL 
Chief Justice 

  



3 

Appendix A 
 
 
Membership List - Task Force on Countering Disinformation  
  
Chair: Aaron Nash 
Arizona Supreme Court 
  
Members: 
 
Hon. Bradley Astrowsky 
Superior Court in Maricopa County 
 
Fredric Bellamy 
Carpenter Hazlewood 
 
Jessica Fotinos 
Clerk of Superior Court in Maricopa County 
 
Hon. David Fuller 
Chandler Municipal Court 
 
Dr. Dawn Gilpin 
Arizona State University 
 
Eduard Goodman 
CyberScout 
 
Joe Hengemuehler 
State Bar of Arizona  
 
Patience Huntwork 
Arizona Supreme Court 
 
Krisanne LoGalbo 
Superior Court in Pima County 
 
Dr. Scott Ruston 
Arizona State University 
 
Deborah Schaefer 
General and Limited Jurisdiction Court Administrator (Ret.) 
 


