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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
____________________________________ 

 
 
 
In the Matter of: ) 
 ) 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TASK ) Administrative Order 
FORCE ON RULES OF PROCEDURE ) No. 2023 - 128 
FOR SPECIAL ACTIONS ) 
 ) 
____________________________________) 
 

During the current and the previous Strategic Agendas, this Court undertook projects to 
modernize and improve various procedural rules and the processes embedded in those rules.  
Court-appointed task forces completed their respective reviews and submitted recommendations.  
After public comment periods, this Court adopted restyled Civil, Criminal, Civil Appellate, 
Protective Order, Family Law, Probate, and Juvenile Rules of Procedure.    

 
The Rules of Procedure for Special Actions were adopted in 1970, more than fifty years 

ago, and those rules too would benefit from restyling.  Furthermore, the recent addition of six 
judges to the Arizona Court of Appeals presents an opportunity to evaluate whether the special 
action process can be made more streamlined and efficient. 

 
Therefore, pursuant to Article VI, section 3 of the Arizona Constitution,  

  
IT IS ORDERED that:  

 
1. ESTABLISHMENT:  The Task Force on Rules of Procedure for Special Actions 

is hereby established. 
  

2. PURPOSE:  The Task Force shall restyle the current Rules of Procedure for Special 
Actions using the styling conventions employed in other recent rule restyling 
projects.  The Task Force shall pay particular attention to case law on special 
actions that has developed during the past fifty years.  If it would help clarify the 
rules, then the Task Force should integrate applicable principles of those cases into 
the rules.  The Task Force may also propose substantive changes to the Rules of 
Procedure for Special Actions, including rules that would optimize the use of court 
resources for processing these actions.  The Task Force shall file a rule petition 
proposing amendments to the Rules of Procedure for Special Actions at its earliest 
opportunity, but not later than June 30, 2024. 

   
3. MEMBERSHIP:  The individuals listed in Appendix A are appointed as members 

of the Task Force for a term beginning upon entry of this Order and ending on 
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December 31, 2024.  The Chief Justice may appoint additional members as may be 
necessary.  

  
4. MEETINGS:  Task Force meetings shall be scheduled at the discretion of the 

Chair.  All meetings shall comply with the Arizona Code of Judicial Administration 
§ 1-202: Public Meetings.  

  
5. STAFF:  The Administrative Office of the Courts shall provide staff for the Task 

Force and shall assist the Task Force in developing recommendations and 
preparing any necessary reports and filings.  

 
Dated this 4th day of August, 2023. 

 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
ROBERT BRUTINEL 
Chief Justice 
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Appendix A 
 

Membership List 
 

Task Force on Rules of Procedure for Special Actions 
 

 
Chair:   
Justice Kathryn King 
Arizona Supreme Court 
 
 
Members of the Court Community:   Attorneys: 
 
Judge Andrew Jacobs     David Euchner 
Division One, Court of Appeals   Office of the Pima County Public Defender 
 
Judge Garye Vásquez     Elizabeth Ortiz 
Chief Judge, Division Two, Court of Appeals AZ Prosecuting Attorneys Advisory Council  
 
Judge Sara Agne     Xochitl Orozco 
Superior Court in Maricopa County  Cochise County Legal Advocate 
 
Judge Michael Valenzuela    Nicholas Klingerman  
Superior Court in Maricopa County   Office of the Arizona Attorney General 
       
Judge John Napper     Eric Fraser    
Superior Court in Yavapai County   Osborn Maledon, Phoenix 
 
Judge Amanda Parker  Gaetano Testini 
Superior Court in Maricopa County   Industrial Commission of Arizona   
  
Judge Bryan Chambers    Rachel Frazier Johnson 
Superior Court in Gila County   Rachel Frazier Johnson Law, Phoenix  
 
Amy Wood      Charles Wirken     
Clerk of the Court, Division One   Gust Rosenfeld, Phoenix    
 
David McCallum 
Chief Staff Attorney, Division Two 
 
Tracie K. Lindeman 
Clerk of the Court, Arizona Supreme Court 


