IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA

In the Matter of:
ESTABLISHING THE INMATE Administrative Order
RELEASE COURT PROGRAM No. 2023 - 223
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Inmates released from Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation & Reentry
(ADCRR) who have an outstanding warrant for a minor matter or monetary obligation, such as a
traffic fine, in an Arizona court or have a driver license suspension, face significant challenges
which can contribute to a higher chance of recidivism. Without a driver license for example, a
released inmate has difficulty getting to work. Moreover, when an inmate is released from
ADCRR with an active warrant, the inmate must be transported by ADCRR to the court for an
initial appearance. This is costly for the state. In these cases, although the individual may be
released with a return court date, the inmate often has no means of transportation, potentially
leading to future failures to appear and subsequent warrants for their arrest.

It is beneficial to all parties to resolve these cases before the defendant is released. Modeled
after the Homeless Court and Veterans Court in Maricopa County, the Inmate Release Court (IRC)
Program has been successfully piloted in several limited jurisdiction courts throughout the state
and allows inmates who are participating in ADCRR’s Second Chance Program (a program
designed to prepare inmates for release) to resolve their outstanding misdemeanor and civil traffic
matters prior to release, thereby reducing the challenges they face and improving their chances of
success.

Therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Section 3, of the Arizona Constitution,

IT IS ORDERED that the Inmate Release Court Program is hereby established. All limited
jurisdiction courts may participate in the program.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that inmates who wish to participate in the program must
obtain prior court approval from the judge assigned to the case by completing the participation
form adopted by the Administrative Director.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED adopting the following guidelines and policies for the IRC
Program:

1. To qualify for the IRC Program, the inmate must:

a. Be participating in the ADCRR Second Chance Program, and
b. Have an outstanding monetary obligation or warrant in a limited jurisdiction court
or have a suspended driver license as a result of court action.
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. A judge in a participating court may allow the inmate to complete community restitution
at the Second Chance Center in lieu of monetary payment for an eligible monetary
obligation in accordance with A.R.S. §§ 13-824 and 28-1604 and under the following
conditions:

a. The Second Chance Center must provide the IRC Program Coordinator with proof
of completion.

b. If the inmate does not complete community restitution as authorized by the judge,
the applicable outstanding monetary obligation for which the inmate was permitted
to complete community restitution in lieu of payment shall remain outstanding
unless the judge mitigates the monetary obligation pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 13-825 or
28-1603.

The judge may mitigate eligible monetary obligations upon receipt of proof from the
Second Chance Center that the inmate has completed the Second Chance Program.

. If the inmate has an outstanding warrant or driver license suspension as a result of a court
action, the judge may quash the warrant or notify the Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) to
lift the driver license suspension prior to the inmate’s completion of the Second Chance
Program. If the inmate does not successfully complete the Second Chance Program, the
judge must reissue the warrant and notify the MVD to reinstate the driver license
suspension.

. If the inmate has an outstanding court-ordered program that is not statutorily required to
be ordered for the offense, the judge may deem the inmate as having fulfilled the
requirement by completing the Second Chance program.

. If the inmate has an outstanding court-ordered program that is statutorily required to be
ordered for the offense and the Second Chance Center provides an equivalent that the
inmate successfully completes, the judge shall deem the inmate as having fulfilled the
requirement for completing the court-ordered program.

. If the inmate has an outstanding monetary obligation not mitigated or not satisfied by the
completion of community restitution, the inmate must satisfy the obligation through
monetary payment and the judge must, pursuant to A.R.S. § 13-808, put the inmate on a
payment plan in which the first payment must be due within 60 days of the inmate’s release.

Dated this 20th day of December, 2023.

ROBERT BRUTINEL
Chief Justice



