
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
_____________________________________ 

 
 
 
In the Matter of:    )   
      ) 
APPOINTMENTS TO THE SUPREME ) Administrative Order 
COURT COMMITTEE ON ) No. 2023 - 33 
CHARACTER AND FITNESS ) 
 ) 
____________________________________) 
 

Pursuant to Rule 33, Arizona Rules of the Supreme Court, the Supreme Court appoints the 
Chair of the Arizona Supreme Court Committee on Character and Fitness.  Edward F. Novak has 
served in this position since November 1, 2016.  To facilitate the transition to a new Chair, this 
Court appointed the Honorable James B. Morse Jr. as Vice-Chair in Administrative Order No. 
2021-148.  To further facilitate the transition between Chairs, it is advisable to appoint an 
additional Vice-Chair.  

 
Therefore, pursuant to Article 6, Sections 3 and 6, of the Arizona Constitution,  
 
IT IS ORDERED that Patrick Irvine is appointed as Vice-Chair of the Committee on 

Character and Fitness, notwithstanding the provisions of Rule 33, with full voting rights for a term 
beginning on the date of this order and until further order. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that James B. Morse Jr. is appointed Chair of the Committee 

on Character and Fitness for a term beginning January 1, 2024 and ending December 31, 2024. 
 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that effective January 1, 2024, Edward F. Novak is appointed 

to the Committee on Character and Fitness as an attorney member for a term ending December 31, 
2024. 

 
 Dated this 21st day of February, 2023. 
 
      FOR THE COURT: 
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      ROBERT BRUTINEL 
      Chief Justice 


