
 

 

 SUPERIOR COURT 

 Narrative Summary 
 

Total filings (including transfers in) were down by 10.2%, from 235,386 in FY 

2011 to 211,350 this fiscal year.  Superior Court's second largest category, criminal filings, 

experienced an increase of 2.1%, from 51,066 in FY 2011 to 52,159 in FY 2012.  The 

largest category, civil filings decreased by 26.7%, from 97,856 in FY 2011 to 71,722 in FY 

2012.  Domestic relations filings decreased by 1.8%, from 49,493 in FY 2011 to 48,594 in 

FY 2012.  These three categories account for 81.6% of the total filings in Superior Court. 

 

Prior to 1996, petitions for orders of protection and injunctions against harassment 

in Superior Court were reported together under domestic violence petitions.  In FY 2012, 

these petitions together increased by 1.8%, from 15,473 in FY 2011 to 15,753 in FY 2012. 

Separately, orders of protection were up by 2.2% from FY 2011 while injunctions against 

harassment saw no change in FY 2012.  Juvenile delinquent and incorrigible filings 

decreased, from 13,664 to 12,015 or 12.1%. 

 

Total dispositions (including transfers) decreased from 244,572 in FY 2011 to 

212,735 in FY 2012, a decrease of 13.0%.  Domestic relations dispositions experienced a 

decrease of 4.1%, from 49,768 in FY 2011 to 47,733 in FY 2012.  Civil dispositions 

decreased by 26.1%, from 102,922 in FY 2011 to 76,008 in FY 2012.  Criminal 

dispositions decreased by 4.3% in FY 2012, from 54,372 in FY 2011 to 52,018 in FY 2012.  

These three categories account for 82.6% of the dispositions in Superior Court. 

  

Total end of year pending cases remained unchanged from FY 2011 to FY 2012, 

decreasing from 210,965 to 210,786, a decrease of 0.1%. 

 

Data for all counties except Maricopa, Pima and Pinal were estimated for FY 2012 

due to the transition from the AZTEC case management system to the new case 

management system called AJACS (Arizona Judicial Automated Case System).   

 

 

 

NOTE: 

A third page contains information regarding the disposition of criminal 

defendants and appeals from Limited Jurisdiction Courts. 

 

In 1996, two additional categories were added to the Superior Court report, 

Adult Adoption, previously reported in the probate category, and Mental Health.  In 

this report, criminal filings and juvenile petition statistics represent the number of 

persons; all other statistics represent cases. 

 

Some of the FY 2011 figures may not correspond to figures published in last 

year's Data Report due to corrected information received subsequent to publication 

of the Report.  



 
 
 ABBREVIATIONS 
 (Superior Court) 
 
 
CRIM .................................................................................................................................. Criminal 
 
Delinq ............................................................................................................................... Delinquent 
 
DOC/Dept of Corr................................................................................... Department of Corrections 
 
DJC .......................................................................................... Department of Juvenile Corrections 
 
Dom Rel ............................................................................................................. Domestic Relations 
 
Guard/Conserv .................................................................................. Guardianship/Conservatorship 
 
Incorr ............................................................................................................................... Incorrigible 
 
Inj ...................................................................................................................................... Injunction 
 
JP ........................................................................................................................ Justice of the Peace 
 
Juv ........................................................................................................................................ Juvenile 
 
L.J. Crt. Appeal ......................................................................... Limited Jurisdiction Court Appeals 
 
L.J. Crim/Traf Appeal ......................................... Limited Jurisdiction Criminal or Traffic Appeals 
 
Med ...................................................................................................................................... Medical 
 
Ord. Protection ................................................................................................... Order of Protection 
 
Post-Conv. ..................................................................................................... Post-Conviction Relief 
 
Stat. Corr .......................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 
 
TERM ............................................................................................................................ Termination 
 
Veh ........................................................................................................................................ Vehicle 
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