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BEFORE THE PRESIDING DISCIPLINARY 

JUDGE 
__________ 

  
IN THE MATTER OF A MEMBER OF  

THE STATE BAR OF ARIZONA, 

 

GERALDINE S. MILLER, 

  Bar No. 015916 

 

Respondent.  

 PDJ-2016-9113 

 

FINAL JUDGMENT AND ORDER 

 

[State Bar Nos.  15-2927 & 16-0715] 

 

FILED DECEMBER 22, 2016 

 

The Presiding Disciplinary Judge of the Supreme Court of Arizona, having 

reviewed the Agreement for Discipline by Consent filed on December 8, 2016, pursuant 

to Rule 57(a), Ariz. R. Sup. Ct., hereby accepts the parties’ proposed agreement. 

Accordingly:    

 IT IS ORDERED Respondent, Geraldine S Miller, is suspended for thirty (30) 

days for her conduct in violation of the Arizona Rules of Professional Conduct, as 

outlined in the consent documents, effective thirty (30) days from the date of this 

order.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED upon reinstatement, Ms. Miller shall be placed on 

probation for a period of one (1) year. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Ms. Miller shall complete the CLE program “10 

Deadly Sins of Conflict” prior to the termination of her probation. Ms. Miller shall 

provide the State Bar Compliance Monitor with evidence of completion of the program 

by providing a copy of handwritten notes. Ms. Miller shall contact the Compliance 

Monitor at 602-340-7258 to make arrangements to submit this evidence.  Ms. Miller 

shall be responsible for the cost of the CLE. All CLE taken pursuant to this consent 
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agreement shall be in addition to the 15 mandatory hours required of all members of 

the Bar.   

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Ms. Miller shall complete six (6) additional hours 

of CLE in probate law prior to the termination of probation. Ms. Miller shall provide 

the State Bar Compliance Monitor with evidence of completion of the programs by 

providing a copy of handwritten notes. Ms. Miller shall be responsible for the cost of 

the CLE. All CLE taken pursuant to this consent agreement shall be in addition to the 

15 mandatory hours required of all members of the Bar.   

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Ms. Miller shall pay Marla Keller restitution in the 

amount of $2,000.00, within ninety (90) days from the date of this order.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Ms. Miller shall be subject to any additional terms 

imposed by the Presiding Disciplinary Judge as a result of reinstatement hearings 

held. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED pursuant to Rule 72 Ariz. R. Sup. Ct., Ms. Miller 

shall immediately comply with the requirements relating to notification of clients and 

others. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Ms. Miller shall pay the costs and expenses of the 

State Bar of Arizona in the amount of $1,200.00, within ninety (90) days from the 

date of this order.  There are no costs or expenses incurred by the disciplinary clerk 

and/or Presiding Disciplinary Judge’s Office in connection with these disciplinary 

proceedings. 

  DATED this 22nd day of December, 2016. 

William J. O’Neil 
_______________________________________ 
William J. O’Neil, Presiding Disciplinary Judge 
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Copies of the foregoing mailed/emailed  
this 22nd day of  December, 2016, to: 

 
Geraldine S. Miller 

P.O. Box 10050  
Fort Mohave, Arizona 86427-0050 
Email: gmlaw@gmlaw.attorney 

Respondent   
 

Bradley F. Perry 
Staff Bar Counsel  
State Bar of Arizona 

4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016-6266 

Email: LRO@staff.azbar.org 
 
 

by: AMcQueen  
 

mailto:gmlaw@gmlaw.attorney
mailto:LRO@staff.azbar.org
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BEFORE THE PRESIDING DISCIPLINARY  

JUDGE 
__________ 

 

IN THE MATTER OF A MEMBER OF THE 
STATE BAR OF ARIZONA, 

 
GERALDINE S. MILLER, 
  Bar No. 015916 

 
 Respondent.  

 PDJ-2016-9113 
 

DECISION ACCEPTING AMENDED 
AGREEMENT 
 

[State Bar Nos. 15-2927 & 16-0715] 
 

FILED DECEMBER 22, 2016 

 

A probable cause order was issued on September 28, 2016 and an agreement 

for discipline by consent was filed on November 10, 2016.  Upon review, the Presiding 

Disciplinary Judge (PDJ) recommended the agreement be modified to reflect a 

knowing mental state and a 30 day suspension and probation. See Decision 

Recommending Modification of Agreement filed November 28, 2016.  On December 

9, 2016, the parties filed an Amended Agreement for Discipline by Consent (Amended 

Agreement) pursuant to Rule 57(a) Ariz. R. Sup. Ct.1  Upon filing such an agreement, 

the presiding disciplinary judge, “shall accept, reject, or recommend the agreement 

be modified.” Rule 57(a)(3)(b).  

Rule 57 requires admissions be tendered solely “…in exchange for the stated 

form of discipline….” Under that rule, the right to an adjudicatory hearing is waived 

only if the “…conditional admission and proposed form of discipline is approved….”  If 

the agreement is not accepted, those conditional admissions are automatically 

withdrawn and shall not be used against the parties in any subsequent proceeding. 

                                                           
1 Unless otherwise stated, all rule references are to the Rules of the Supreme Court of Arizona. 
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Pursuant to Rule 53(b)(3), notice of this Amended Agreement was provided to 

the Complainant by letter on December 9, 2016 and Complainant was notified of the 

opportunity to file a written objection to the agreement with the State Bar within five 

(5) business days of bar counsel’s notice.  No objection was received on the Amended 

Agreement. 

The Agreement details a factual basis to support the conditional admissions to 

violations of Rule 42, specifically ERs 1.2 (scope of representation), 1.3 (diligence), 

1.4 (communication), 1.5(fees), 1.7 (conflict of interest), 1.16 (declining/terminating 

representation), 3.2 (expediting litigation), and 8.4(d) (conduct prejudicial to the 

administration of justice). The parties agree to the following sanctions: thirty (30) 

day suspension, restitution in the amount of $2,000 to Marla Keller within ninety (90) 

days and upon reinstatement, one (1) year probation (completion of the CLE seminar 

10 Deadly Sins of Conflict and six (6) additional hours of CLE in probate law), and 

costs totaling $1,200.00 to be paid within thirty (30) days or interest will accrue at 

the lawful rate.  

In Count One, Ms. Miller was retained in 2012 and paid $2,000 to represent a 

client in the informal probate of the estate of her father.  Thereafter, Ms. Miller failed 

to adequately communicate and diligently represent the client and failed to close the 

estate.  In July 2014, a demand notice was filed by another family member, which 

included a claim for a life estate.  Although, the claim was mailed to Ms. Miller, she 

failed to respond or forward it to the client.   

A petition for evidentiary hearing was filed in October 2014. Ms. Miller failed 

to respond or forward the request to the client. She failed to file a Pretrial Conference 

Memorandum as ordered by the court or to advise the client of the outcome of the 
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evidentiary hearing and orders that issued.  Ms. Miller’s failures caused the Court to 

restrict her client from selling the residence without court order and Ms. Miller did not 

notify her client of the order.  When a proposed order restricting the sale was filed, 

Ms. Miller filed a notice of no objection and moved to withdraw from the case, which 

was granted. Ms. Miller failed to inform her client of the objection and motion. 

In Count Two, Ms. Miller was retained in January 2010 to represent a guardian 

and conservators handling the affairs of the protected person. (“Ward”). Thereafter, 

Ms. Miller motioned to withdraw, which was granted.  The court noted however, that 

the Ward had no representative and appointed Ms. Miller to represent the Ward.  In 

August 2015, the Ward hired attorney Kenneth Sondegeroth to represent him to lift 

the guardianship and conservatorship.  When the Ward met with Ms. Miller, he 

informed her that he wanted the guardianship and conservatorship removed.  Ms. 

Miller failed to abide by the Ward’s decisions and filed motions opposing the removal 

of her prior clients, the guardian and conservator.  Ms. Miller further “ignored reports 

from doctors which opined that the Ward was capable of managing his own affairs.” 

Ms. Miller was ordered removed as counsel for Ward by the court based on a conflict 

of interest.   

The parties agree Standard 4.42, Lack of Diligence, is applicable to Ms. Miller’s 

violations of ERs 1.2. 1.3, 1.4 and provides: 

Suspension is generally appropriate when: 

(a) a lawyer knowingly fails to perform services for a client and 
causes injury or potential injury  to a client, or 

(b) a lawyer engages in a pattern of neglect and causes injury 
or potential injury to a client. 

 

In Count One, Ms. Miller failed to close the estate and failed to inform the client 

of subsequent litigation that may have been avoided if the estate was timely closed. 
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Ms. Miller acted knowingly in Count One and cause actual harm to her client.  Her 

misconduct in Count Two was negligent and caused actual harm to her client. 

The parties agree the following factors are present in mitigation: Standard 

9.32(a), absence of prior disciplinary history, 9.32(b), absence of dishonest or selfish 

motive, 9.32(e), full and free disclosure to the disciplinary board or cooperative 

attitude toward proceedings, and 9.32(l) remorse.  In aggravation are factors: 

9.22(i), substantial experience in the practice of law, and 9.22(d), multiple offenses. 

The PDJ finds that the proposed sanctions of suspension, probation, and 

restitution meet the objectives of attorney discipline and the Amended Agreement is 

accepted and incorporated herein by this reference.  Accordingly: 

IT IS ORDERED suspending Ms. Miller for thirty (30) days effective thirty (30) 

days from the date of this order. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED upon reinstatement, Ms. Miller shall be placed on 

probation for one (1) year to include CLE (“10 Deadly Sins of Conflict” and six (6) 

hours of probated law) in addition to her annual requirement. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Ms. Miller shall pay $2,000.00 in restitution to 

Marla Keller within ninety (90) days from the date of this order  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Ms. Miller shall be subject to any additional terms 

imposed by the PDJ as a result to reinstatement hearings held. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Ms. Miller shall comply with Rule 72, Ariz. R. S. 

Sup. Ct. regarding notice to parties and others. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Ms. Miller shall pay the costs and expenses of the 

State Bar of Arizona in the amount of $1,200.00 within ninety (90) days from the 

date of this order.  There are no costs or expenses incurred by the disciplinary clerk 
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and/or Presiding Disciplinary Judge’s Office in connection with these disciplinary 

proceedings. 

DATED this 22nd day of December, 2016. 
 

      

     William J. O’Neil 
_________________________________________  

 William J. O’Neil, Presiding Disciplinary Judge 
 

 
 

 
Copies of the foregoing emailed/mailed  
this 22nd day of December, 2016, to: 

 
Bradley F. Perry 

State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100 

Phoenix, AZ  85016-6266 
Email:  lro@staff.azbar.org 
 

Geraldine S. Miller 
P.O. Box 10050 

Fort Mohave, Arizona 86427-1475 
Email: gmlaw@gmlaw.attorney  
Respondent 

 
 

by:  AMcQueen 

mailto:gmlaw@gmlaw.attorney
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