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BEFORE THE PRESIDING DISCIPLINARY  

JUDGE 
__________ 

 
  

IN THE MATTER OF A MEMBER OF THE 
STATE BAR OF ARIZONA, 
 

BRIAN R. WARNOCK, 

 Bar No.  012400 (Retired) 

 
 Respondent.  

 PDJ 2016-9023 
 

FINAL JUDGMENT AND ORDER 
 

[State Bar File No. 14-3333] 
 

FILED JULY 15, 2016 

 
The Presiding Disciplinary Judge of the Supreme Court of Arizona, having 

reviewed the Amended Agreement for Discipline by Consent dated July 13, 2016, 

accepted the parties’ proposed agreement under Rule 57(a), Ariz. R. Sup. Ct.  

Accordingly:    

 IT IS ORDERED Respondent, Brian R. Warnock, Bar No. 012400, is 

suspended for six (6) months and one (1) day for his conduct in violation of the 

Arizona Rules of Professional Conduct, as outlined in the consent documents, effective 

retroactive to June 2, 2016. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED upon reinstatement, Mr. Warnock shall be subject 

to any additional terms imposed because of the reinstatement hearing held. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED under Rule 72 Ariz. R. Sup. Ct., Mr. Warnock shall 

immediately comply with the requirements relating to notification of clients and 

others. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Mr. Warnock shall pay the costs and expenses of 

the State Bar of Arizona for $1,200.00, within thirty (30) days from this order.  There 
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are no costs or expenses incurred by the disciplinary clerk and/or Presiding 

Disciplinary Judge’s Office with these disciplinary proceedings. 

  DATED this 15th day of July, 2016. 

            William J. O’Neil 
_______________________________________ 

William J. O’Neil, Presiding Disciplinary Judge 
 

 

 
 

Copies of the foregoing mailed/emailed  
this 15th day of  July, 2016, to: 
 

David L. Sandweiss 
Senior Bar Counsel 

State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100 

Phoenix, AZ  85016-6266 
Email:  lro@staff.azbar.org 
 

Stephen M. Dichter 
Christian Dichter & Slugs, PC 

2700 N. Central Avenue, Suite 1200 
Phoenix, AZ  85004 
Email: sdichter@cdslawfirm.com 

Counsel for Mr. Warnock 
 

Lawyer Regulation Records Manager 
State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100 

Phoenix, AZ  85016-6266 
Email:  lro@staff.azbar.org 

 
by:  AMcQueen 
 

mailto:sdichter@cdslawfirm.com


 
 

BEFORE THE PRESIDING DISCIPLINARY  
JUDGE 

__________ 
 
IN THE MATTER OF A MEMBER OF THE 

STATE BAR OF ARIZONA, 
 

BRIAN R. WARNOCK, 
  Bar No.  012400 (Retired) 
 

 Respondent.  

 PDJ 2016-9023 

 
DECISION AND ORDER ACCEPTING 

MODIFIED AGREEMENT 
 
[State Bar File No. 14-3333] 

 
FILED JULY 15, 2016 

 

 

An Agreement for Discipline by Consent (Agreement) regarding Brian R. 

Warnock, was filed on June 7, 2016, and submitted under Rule 57(a), Ariz. R. Sup. 

Ct.  An Order of Probable Cause issued on January 28, 2016 and the formal complaint 

was filed on March 11, 2016. Upon filing such Agreement, the Presiding Disciplinary 

Judge (PDJ), “shall accept, reject or recommend modification of the agreement as 

appropriate”.  Under Rule 53(b)(3), Ariz. R. Sup. Ct., notice of this agreement was 

provided to the complainant by letter and email on June 2, 2016.  Complainant was 

notified of the opportunity to file a written objection within five days.  No objection 

was received.  For reasons stated in a June 27, 2016 order, the PDJ requested a 

modification of the agreement. 

A Modified Agreement dated July 13, 2016 was filed accepting the modification 

recommended. Rule 57 requires admissions be tendered solely “…in exchange for the 

stated form of discipline….”   The Modified Agreement details a factual basis for the 

admissions to the charge in the Modified Agreement.  Mr. Warnock conditionally 

admits he violated Supreme Court Rule 42, ER 1.4 (communication), 1.7 (concurrent 

conflicts of interest). 1.10 (imputation of conflict), 1.16 (declining/terminating 
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representation), 3.2 (expediting litigation), 3.3 (candor to the tribunal), 3.7 (lawyer 

as a witness), 8.4(c) (misrepresentation) and 8.4(d) (conduct prejudicial to the 

administration of justice). Restitution is not an issue. 

The parties agree to a suspension of six (6) months and one (1) day retroactive 

to June 2, 2016, the effective date of Mr. Warnock’s retirement from the active 

practice of law, and the payment of costs and expenses of this disciplinary proceeding 

totaling $1,200.00 within thirty (30) days from an order imposing discipline.   

The Presiding Disciplinary Judge finds the proposed sanction of a suspension 

requiring formal reinstatement proceedings and the payment of costs meets the 

objectives of attorney discipline. The Modified Agreement is therefore accepted. 

 IT IS ORDERED incorporating by this reference the Modified Agreement and 

any supporting documents by this reference.  The agreed upon sanctions are: six (6) 

month and one (1) day suspension and the payment of costs and expenses of the 

disciplinary proceeding for $1,200.00 to be paid within thirty (30) days from this 

order.  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the Modified Agreement is accepted.  Costs as 

submitted are approved for $1,200.00.  Now therefore, a Final Judgment and Order 

is signed this date.  Mr. Warnock is suspended effective retroactive to June 2, 2016 

and costs are approved. 

DATED this 15th day of July, 2016. 

 
      

     William J. O’Neil 
_________________________________________  

 William J. O’Neil, Presiding Disciplinary Judge 
 

 
 
/ / / 
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Copies of the foregoing e-mailed/mailed  
this 15th day of July, 2016, to: 

 
David L. Sandweiss 

Senior Bar Counsel 
State Bar of Arizona 
4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100 

Phoenix, AZ  85016-6266 
Email:  lro@staff.azbar.org 

 
Stephen M. Dichter 
Christian Dichter & Slugs, PC 

2700 N. Central Avenue, Suite 1200 
Phoenix, AZ  85004 

Email: sdichter@cdslawfirm.com 
Counsel for Mr. Warnock 
 

Lawyer Regulation Records Manager 
State Bar of Arizona 

4201 N. 24th Street, Suite 100 
Phoenix, AZ  85016-6266 

Email:  lro@staff.azbar.org 
 
by:  AMcQueen 

mailto:sdichter@cdslawfirm.com
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