
Committee on Probation Education - Detention Subcommittee 
July 23, 2020 Meeting Minutes 
Approved on ______________ 

 
Roll Call 

Present: Amber Freed, Daniel Pena, Eddie Reyes, Jeremy Russell, Chair, Leo Mendez, Mark Koch, 
Suzette Williams, Celena Angstead, and Alicia Valenzuela 
Absent: Michaela Heslin 
Staff: Deneen Bertucci, Holly Burdine, and Michelle Wessels 
 

1. Welcome presented by Jeremy Russell 
 
Jeremy called the meeting or order at 10:05am. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 
Jeremy Russell called for a motion to approval the January minutes. 
 
Motion: Mark Koch moved to approve the January minutes and Daniel Pena seconded the 
motion; the motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. Detention Officer Academy Updates presented by Deneen Bertucci 
 
Deneen summarized the virtual June Detention Officer Academy’s successes and challenges 
and provided members with the dates for the next scheduled academy.  She also reported the 
follow up day planned for June’s practicum was cancelled.  Holly noted the practicum will most 
likely be suspended for the December Academy as well. 
 

4. PREA Train the Trainer presented by Deneen Bertucci 
 
Deneen notified members that the PREA Train the Trainer was rescheduled to September 14-
16, 2020, which required the Suicide Prevention Train the Trainer, originally scheduled for 
those dates, to be rescheduled to February 22-24, 2021.  In addition, the Faculty Skills 
Development (FSD) class scheduled for July was cancelled and registrations were transferred 
to November 16-17, 2020.  Several of those registered to attend FSD attended the Behavioral 
Health TTT held back in February and well as registered to attend the upcoming PREA and 
Suicide Prevention TTTs. 
 
Holly and Deneen relayed some of the options they have been discussing regarding the 
delivery format for these trainings including the teach-back portion.  Members shared their 
concerns and suggestions in consideration of holding future trainings. 

 
5. Situational Awareness presented by Deneen Bertucci 

 
Deneen relayed COPE’s approval of the Situational Awareness curriculum and thanked 
everyone for their time and assistance in modifying this curriculum. 
 
 
 
 



 
6. MI Communication Class presented by Deneen Bertucci 

 
This discussion is postponed to the next meeting to provide members time to review, compare, 
and provide feedback on the new MI Communication curriculum vs. the currently used 
Effective Communication curriculum. 
 

7. Juvenile Rights and Legal Liabilities CBT Modules presented by Deneen Bertucci 
 
Members responded with positive feedback to Deneen’s query regarding the release of the 
Juvenile Rights and Legal Liabilities CBT modules.   
 

8. New Business 
 
Jeremy asked if there is any new business 
 
Mark said he is in the process incorporating the DT protocols, that Holly provided, into the 
Handle with Care trainings to assist with following the CDC guidelines.  He also said that he 
plans to mail training videos out to departments that can be used to meet the annual training 
requirement in lieu of the in-person training.  After some discussion, the October Handle with 
Care TTT will be postponed to January, unless an alternate delivery format becomes feasible. 
 
Leo reported on the trend he is seeing in his department regarding a backlog in those waiting 
for hearings as well as a higher number of those in detention due to warrants rather than new 
charges. 
 
Members decided to hold the next meeting on October 14, 2020. 
 

9. Adjourn 
 
Jeremy called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion: Mark Koch moved to adjourn, and Daniel Pena seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned at 
11:35am. 


