
 

 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

____________________________________ 

 

 

 

In the Matter of:    ) 

 ) 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ) Administrative Order 

BUSINESS COURT ADVISORY ) No. 2014 - 48 

COMMITTEE ) 

 ) 

____________________________________) 

 

The Judicial Branch of Arizona is committed to providing fair, effective, and affordable 

resolution of civil cases.  To this end, the Supreme Court, through its rules, has implemented an 

arbitration process in the Superior Court for civil cases involving limited dollar amounts.  On the 

opposite end of the spectrum, this Court has adopted rules such as Civil Rule 8.1 for large or 

complex civil cases or cases involving multiple parties.  However, many commercial cases 

remain that may be neither limited nor complex.  These cases may involve extensive discovery, 

complicated facts or legal issues, or require specialized judicial expertise for their just resolution.  

These cases, although substantial, typically are assigned to calendars where they must be 

managed in the same manner as other civil litigation.  These cases can then become protracted, 

consume excessive judicial resources, and become expensive for the parties to litigate.  There 

may be ways in which the court might improve the quality of judicial administration and 

management of these civil cases. 

 

 Therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Section 3, of the Arizona Constitution, 

 

 IT IS ORDERED establishing the Business Court Advisory Committee (“Advisory 

Committee”), as follows: 

 

1.  Purpose.  The Advisory Committee shall examine the current processes for resolving 

business cases in the Superior Court of Arizona, business court models operational in 

other jurisdictions, court rules, and procedures.  The Committee shall make 

recommendations on court rules, discovery (including electronic discovery), alternative 

dispute resolution (ADR), judicial staffing and resources, and other elements of a 

business court model and, if deemed appropriate, shall make recommendations for 

potential pilot projects to evaluate the efficacy of a business court model in the Superior 

Court of Arizona. 

 

2. Membership.  The membership is attached as Appendix A.  The Chief Justice may 

appoint additional members as needed or desired.  Terms of Advisory Committee 

members shall expire on December 31, 2014. 

 



3. Meetings.  The Advisory Committee shall meet as necessary, and meetings may be 

scheduled, cancelled, or moved at the discretion of the Committee chair.  All meetings 

shall comply with the public meeting policy of the Arizona Judicial Branch, Arizona 

Code of Judicial Administration § 1-202. 

 

4. Timing.  The Advisory committee shall submit its recommendations to the Supreme 

Court of Arizona and the Arizona Judicial Council by December 11, 2014. 

 

5. Administrative Support.  The AOC shall provide administrative support and staff for 

the Committee, who may conduct or coordinate research as requested by the Committee. 

 

Dated this 8
th

 day of May, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

REBECCA WHITE BERCH 

Chief Justice 

 

Attachment:  Appendix A 

 



Appendix A 

BUSINESS COURT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

Chair 

David Rosenbaum 

Osborn Maledon, P.A. 

 

Members 
 

Michael R. Arkfeld 

Attorney 

Arkfeld & Associates 

John Rea 

Judge 

Superior Court in Maricopa County 

Ray Billotte 

Court Administrator 

Superior Court in Maricopa County 

 

Patricia Refo 

Attorney 

Snell & Wilmer, LLP 

Kyle Bryson 

Judge 

Superior Court in Pima County 

 

Marcus Reinkensmeyer 

Director, Court Services Division 

Administrative Office of the Courts 

Andrew Federhar 

Attorney 

Fennemore Craig, P.C. 

Mark Rogers 

Attorney 

Insight Enterprises, Inc. 

Glenn Hamer 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Nicole Stanton 

Attorney 

Quarles & Brady, LLP 

William Klain 

Attorney 

Lang Baker & Klain, PLC 

 

Steve Tully 

Attorney 

Gordon & Rees, LLP 

Mark Larson 

Attorney  

Honeywell International, Inc. 

 

Steven Weinberger 

Attorney 

Liberty Mutual 

Lisa Loo 

Attorney 

Arizona State University 

Office of General Counsel 
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