
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA  
_______________________________________  

 
 
 

 In the Matter of:        )  
             )    

REVISING THE ARIZONA CODE   )  Administrative Order 
OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION  ) No. 2018 - 38  
§ 7-205:  DEFENSIVE DRIVING   )  (Affecting Administrative  
     ) Order No. 2015-41) 
____________________________________)  
 

The Arizona Judicial Council (AJC), the Defensive Driving Board (the “Board”), 
defensive driving schools, and the Certification and Licensing Division (the “Division”) 
have undertaken a review of the defensive driving diversion program and the current 
defensive driving administrative code provisions to determine if revisions are necessary.  
The defensive driving program is established by law as a court diversion program to reduce 
traffic violations and accidents by teaching safe driving practices. 

 
This program review resulted in the AJC recommending several code changes that 

will provide greater transparency and more student choice by requiring that online courses 
be “substantially different” from other online courses. 

 
Pursuant to ACJA § 7-205(F)(10), a school may not utilize a curriculum prior to 

the curriculum being approved by the Board.  Presently 225 schools are authorized to offer 
online classes.  Division staff has determined that it is not practical for staff to review and 
the Board to approve all anticipated curriculum modification applications prior to 
November 1, 2018, the effective date of the code revisions.  To address this problem staff 
has requested this Court’s approval to implement an alternative process to facilitate the 
timely approval of proposed curriculum modifications required to meet the substantially 
different code requirements. 
 

Therefore, pursuant to Article VI, Section 3, of the Arizona Constitution and A.R.S. 
§ 28-3395(B)(4), 

 
IT IS ORDERED that the revisions to ACJA § 7-205 as set forth in Exhibit A are 

adopted effective November 1, 2018. 
 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED  that the Division Director may provisionally 
approve an application for an online curriculum if:  

 
1) The school was previously certified as of the date of this Order, 



  

2) The school owner or principal states in its application that the curriculum is 
substantially different than the curriculum of other online curriculum, and  

3) The school owner or principal states in its application that the curriculum meets 
all other program and curriculum requirements of the Arizona Code of Judicial 
Administration. 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the online curriculum provisionally approved by 

the Division Director may be utilized by the school until the curriculum is approved or 
disapproved by the Board during the renewal process. 

  
  Dated this 2nd day of May, 2018. 

 
 
 
 ____________________________________  
 SCOTT BALES 
 Chief Justice  
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