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Helpful Websites

American Bar Association Commission on Youth at Risk
www.abanet.org/initiatives/youthatrisk

Arizona Secure Care Education Consortium
www.ascec.org

The National Center on Education, Disability, 
and Juvenile Justice (EDJJ)

www.edjj.org

The National Council on Crime and Delinquency
www.nccd-crc.org

The Families and Advocates Partnership 
for Education (FAPE)

www.fape.org/justice/juv_justice.htm

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
 Prevention (OJJDP)
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org

Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP)
www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html

PACER Center – Parent Advocacy Coalition 
for Educational Rights

www.pacer.org

Reclaiming Youth Network
www.reclaiming.com

Youth Advocacy Project
www.youthadvocacyproject.org

Keys to Successful Transition

Immediate transfer of youth’s educational records.•	
Prompt identification, evaluation and placement of students with •	
disabilities.
An individualized education program (IEP) for students with •	
disabilities that includes transition services based upon age 
appropriate transition assessments.
Coordination with public and private educational programs that •	
advocate for the student (i.e., DES, DDD, DHS, CPS).
Cultivation of family involvement and natural supports.•	
Placement of students in classes with supportive teachers.•	
Empowerment of students to assume control over their lives.•	

Local Resources for Secure Care Education

ADE’s •	 Exceptional Student Services (ESS) has specialists 
dedicated to ensuring students with disabilities receive 
individualized services while detained or incarcerated. ESS also 
provides secure care education grants to assist teachers in helping 
students transition back to the community.
The•	  Merging Two Worlds (M2W) curriculum developed by 
ADE and Pima Special Programs, is designed to help students 
prepare for reintegration into the community, school, or world of 
work. The curriculum is free of charge and available at www.ade.
az.gov/ess/specialprojects/securecare. 
The•	  Arizona Secure Care Education Consortium (ASCEC) is a 
committee of educators, court officials, secure care administrators 
and higher education representatives that advocates for education 
and successful reintegration into all communities through 
academic and workforce transition.
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Questions and Answers

What is Secure Care Education?
It is the education students receive in schools and instructional programs 
in juvenile detention centers, state juvenile corrections, jails, and prisons 
in the state of Arizona.

Can student records be sent to secure care schools?
Yes. Since secure care education programs are public education agencies, 
A.R.S. §15-141 requires schools to send all educational records within 
ten working days after the date the request is received. Records can be 
sent without parent permission.

Do students who qualify for special education receive services in 
secure care?
Each secure care school is required by law to provide special education 
services until the age of 22, unless students have earned a high school 
diploma. Studies have shown that students with special needs comprise 
up to 60% of the secure care population.

What kind of education does a secure care school provide?
Education programs in the various facilities range from basic skills 
development to college preparation, including vocational training 
programs. Secure care education programs aim to help students be 
successful at their home school upon release.

Can students earn high school diplomas?
Yes, students can earn a high school diploma or GED while incarcerated 
or detained. Many secure care schools have North Central Association 
(NCA) accreditation.

Will my coursework transfer for credit?
All accredited coursework will be accepted by schools.

What challenges do secure care schools face?
The student population is transient; therefore they must work •	
quickly to provide meaningful educational programming.
There is often a delay in receiving student records.•	
There is limited involvement with parents, home school districts and •	
other support systems in the education process.

What are the characteristics of students in secure care?
History of school failure and low school acceptance•	
Tendency to have significant academic deficiencies•	
High probability of learning disabilities•	

Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections (ADJC)
ADJC is responsible for juveniles adjudicated delinquent and •	
committed to its jurisdiction by the county juvenile courts.
Students stay for an average length of 7 months.•	
Education focuses on a traditional curriculum that emphasizes •	
reading, writing, and math. Vocational education is available. 
Special education is provided for students who qualify.
The academic program is fully accredited through NCA*.•	
Classes can be taken toward a regular high school diploma, 8•	 th 
grade certificate, or GED.
College level courses can also be taken and students can receive •	
dual credit for high school.

County Juvenile Detention Facilities
Detention schools are the joint responsibility of the County •	
School Superintendent and the Presiding Juvenile Judge. The 
Arizona Supreme Court, Administrative Office of the Courts 
(AOC) provides administrative oversight and coordination.
Many detained students are released within 24-48 hours. •	
Those who stay average 2-4 weeks, with some staying 6+ 
months.
All detained students attend school while awaiting •	
adjudication, disposition and other hearings. Students with 
disabilities also receive services while detained.
Detained youth are released to their homes, to residential •	
placement, to treatment facilities or to other correctional 
facilities.
The Arizona Juvenile Detention Schools are accredited by •	
CITA* and NCA/CASI*.

Arizona Department of Corrections (ADC)
ADC’s education system is responsible for academic and •	
vocational programming in the prison facilities.
Average length of stay is long-term, approximately 34 months.•	
These facilities serve inmates who are convicted as adults, •	
including juveniles under the age of 18 years old.
Educational programming toward a GED or A.A. and B.A. •	
degrees is offered at every facility.
Special education programming must be offered for inmates •	
who qualify for services.

County Jails
Jail schools are the joint responsibility of the County School •	
Superintendent and the County Sheriff.
Average length of stay is short-term, from 48 hours to 6+ •	
months.
Inmates often reside in jail until trial; if convicted, they •	
may serve out their sentence in jail or be sent to the state 
corrections facility (prison) operated by the Arizona 
Department of Corrections (ADC).
Many jails offer educational programming toward a GED or •	
high school diploma. 
Special education programming must be offered for inmates •	
who qualify for services.
Education programs vary greatly by county.•	
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