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MUNICIPAL COURTS  

Narrative Summary 

 

 

Total filings for municipal courts (including transfers in) decreased from 1,656,810 in FY 

2008 to 1,557,948 in FY 2009, a decrease of 6.0%. 

 

Traffic filings (criminal and civil), which comprise 76.0% of Municipal Court case activity, 

decreased by 7.2% from last year, from 1,276,197 to 1,184,775. Within the traffic category, 

criminal filings decreased by 5.3% and civil filings decreased by 7.5% from FY 2008 to FY 2009. 

Misdemeanors (excluding criminal traffic) increased, from 242,617 in FY 2008 to 244,990 in FY 

2009, an increase of 1.0%. 

 

From FY 2008 to FY 2009, Municipal Courts experienced an increase in the number of 

petitions for orders of protection and injunctions against harassment. During FY 2009, a total of 

12,997 petitions were filed for an order of protection, compared with 11,801 last year, an increase 

of 10.1%.  Petitions for injunctions against harassment increased from 9,055 last year to 9,550 in 

FY 2009, an increase of 5.5%. 

 

Total dispositions (including transfers out) decreased from 1,713.885 last year to 1,698,618 

in FY 2009, a decrease of 0.9%. Total traffic dispositions (criminal and civil) decreased by 3.2% 

from 1,305,234 in FY 2008 to 1,263,736 in FY 2009.  Misdemeanor dispositions increased by 

11.0%, from 275,351 in FY 2008 to 305,719 in FY 2009. 

 

Non-criminal local ordinance filings decreased by 7.1%, from 137,996 in FY 2008 to 

128,183 in FY 2009.  Non-criminal local ordinance terminations showed a decrease of 3.1%, from 

133,300 in FY 2008 to 129,163 in FY 2009. 

 

Of note under the “Other Proceedings” section of the statistical report is the number of 

Civil Traffic Hearings reported.  In FY 2008, the courts held 22,584 civil traffic hearings.  In FY 

2009, they held 27,891 civil traffic hearings, an increase of 23.5%. 

 

Finally, the total end of year pending cases decreased from 929,700 in FY 2008 to 904,370 

in FY 2009, a decrease of 2.7%.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Some of the FY 2008 figures may not correspond to figures published in last year's 

Data Report due to corrected information received subsequent to publication of the Report.  
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 ABBREVIATIONS 

 (Municipal Courts) 

 

 

Cr Traf ..................................................................................................................... Criminal Traffic 

 

Cv Traf .......................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 

 

Disp ............................................................................................................................... Dispositions 

 

DUI....................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 

 

FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 

 

Inj Harassment ................................................................................. Injunction Against Harassment 

 

Misd ............................................................................................................................. Misdemeanor 

 

Non-Cr Ord .................................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 

 

Ord Protection .................................................................................................... Order of Protection 

 

Stat Corr ........................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 

 

Trans. In ......................................................................................................................... Transfers In 

 

Trans. Out ................................................................................................................... Transfers Out 
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