
LIMITED JURISDICTION COURTS 
Narrative Summary 

This section combines data from both Justice of 
the Peace and Municipal Courts and presents them 
statewide and by county.  These data are intended for 
users who are concerned only with types of limited 
jurisdiction cases, irrespective of the specific court in 
which they occurred.  Justice of the Peace and 
Municipal Courts are examined individually in 
subsequent sections. 

Filings in limited jurisdiction courts decreased 6.7% 
from 2,049,029 in FY12 to 1,912,411 in FY13. The civil 
traffic category experienced the most significant 
numerical decrease, dropping 92,322 filings from 
1,181,032 in FY12 to 1,088,710 in FY13. Non-Criminal 
cases had the most significant percentage decrease, 
dropping by 11,299 filings or 10.6%. Civil, Criminal 
traffic and misdemeanor categories also saw decreased 
filings of 8.0%, 4.4% and 3.5% respectively. Felony 
filings were the only case type category to increase in 
FY13, up 23.1% from 20,999 in FY12 to 25,859 in FY13. 

Civil traffic cases make up more than half of all 
filings in the limited jurisdiction courts with 56.9%, or 
1,088,710 filings. Misdemeanor, Criminal traffic and 
Civil case filings each account for 15.4%, 10.9% and 
10.4% of the total filings, respectively. The smallest 
categories include non-criminal filings with 95,513 
filings, or 5.0% and felony filings with 25,859 filings, or 
1.4% of the total.  

 
 

 
 

Statewide, limited jurisdiction courts terminated 
2,094,676 cases during FY13, a 3.3% decrease over the 
2,166,059 cases terminated the prior fiscal year. 
Terminations decreased across all case types except 
felony and non-criminal cases, which increased by 
13.9% and 36.6% respectively. As of June 30, 2013, 
1,326,951 cases were pending in the limited jurisdiction 
courts a decrease of 8.5% from the 1,450,240 cases 
pending on July 1, 2012. 

 

 
 

 
 

Both petitions for Orders of protection and 
injunctions against harassment decreased from FY12 to 
FY13. Petitions for orders of protection decreased 1.5% 
from 22,467 in FY12 to 22,124 in FY13. Petitions for 
injunctions against harassment decreased from 14,320 
in FY12 to 13,812 in FY13, a decrease of 3.5%. 
Statewide, 8.5% of orders of protection are issued and 
7.5% of injunctions against harassment are issued. An 
additional 5,709 order of protection review hearings 
and 3,002 injunctions against harassment review 
hearings were held during FY13.  

Limited jurisdiction courts held 11,306 court trials 
and 950 jury trials during FY13. Of the trials held during 
FY13, 19.1% were for criminal traffic, 37.8% were for 
misdemeanor and 43.1% were for civil cases. As of June 
30, 2013, 448,713 warrants were outstanding in the 
limited jurisdiction courts. Of those warrants, 231,112 
were for criminal traffic violations and 217,601 were for 
criminal violations (misdemeanor or felony). 
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 ABBREVIATIONS 

 (Limited Jurisdiction Courts) 
 

 

CR TRAF ................................................................................................................ Criminal Traffic 

 

CV TRAF ...................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 

 

DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 

 

FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 

 

INJ HARRASSMENT ..................................................................... Injunction Against Harassment 

 

MISD............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 

 

NC  .............................................................................................................................. Non-Criminal 

 

NON-CR ORD ............................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 

 

ORD PROTECTION ......................................................................................... Order of Protection 

 

STAT CORR .................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 

 

TERM ............................................................................................................................ Termination 







CASES FILED INCLUDE ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN.  
 CASES DISPOSED INCLUDE TERMINATIONS AND TRANSFERS OUT.   
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