
SUPERIOR COURT 
Narrative Summary 

The Superior Court is the state’s general 
jurisdiction trial court. Arizona’s Superior Court has 15 
branches, one for each county in the state. Superior 
Court has jurisdiction over all cases except small 
claims, petty offenses and violations of city 
ordinance/codes. The Superior Court also acts as an 
appellate court for justice and municipal courts. 

Total filings (including transfers in) were down by 
5.4%, from 211,350 in FY 2012 to 200,038 this fiscal 
year. Superior Court’s largest category, civil filings, 
experienced a decrease of 12.5%, from 71,722 in FY 
2012 to 62,770 in FY 2013. The second largest category, 
domestic relations filings, increased by 2.6% from 
48,594 in FY 2012 to 49,860 in FY 2013. Criminal filings 
decreased by 6.7%, from 52,159 in FY 2012 to 48,654 in 
FY 2013. These three categories account for 80.6% of 
the total filings in Superior Court. 

In FY 2013, filings for orders of protection and 
injunctions against harassment together decreased by 
4.1%, from 15,753 in FY 2012 to 15,109 in FY 2013. 
Separately, orders of protection were down by 6.5% 
from FY 2012 while injunctions against harassment 
were up 6.6%. Superior Court held 4,270 review 
hearings during FY 2013 for both orders of protection 
and injunctions against harassment. 

 

 
 

Total dispositions (including transfers) decreased 
from 212,735 in FY 2012 to 204,438 in FY 2013, a 
decrease of 3.9%. Civil dispositions decreased by 14.3%, 
from 76,008 in FY 2012 to 65,148 in FY 2013. Domestic 
relations experienced an increase of 5.3% in 
dispositions, from 47,733 in FY 2012 to 50,259 in FY 
2013. Criminal dispositions decreased by 4.3%, from 
52,018 in FY 2012 to 49,782 in FY 2013. These three 
categories account for 80.8% of dispositions in Superior 
Court. 

Total end of year pending cases decreased 1.9% 
from 208,894 in FY 2012 to 205,011 in FY 2013. The 
mental health category experienced a 35.0% increase in 
the pending caseload while the juvenile category 
increased by 8.4%. The remaining categories including; 
criminal, civil, domestic relations and probate, all 
experienced decreased pending caseloads from FY 2012 
to FY 2013. 

The Superior Court held 4,816 trials during FY 2013. 
Domestic relations trials account for 68.0% of the total 
trials held, while criminal trials make up the second 
largest category with 23.8%. Of the total trials held, 
1,274 or 26.5% were jury trials.   

 

 
 

 
Data for all counties except Maricopa and Pima 

were estimated for FY 2013 due to the transition from 
the AZTEC case management system to the new case 
management system called AJACS (Arizona Judicial 
Automated Case System). 
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 ABBREVIATIONS 

 (Superior Court) 

 

 

CRIM .................................................................................................................................. Criminal 

 

DISP ...............................................................................................................................Dispositions 

 

DOC/Dept of Corr................................................................................... Department of Corrections 

 

DJC .......................................................................................... Department of Juvenile Corrections 

 

Dom Rel ............................................................................................................. Domestic Relations 

 

Guard/Conser .................................................................................... Guardianship/Conservatorship 

 

Juv ........................................................................................................................................ Juvenile 

 

L.J. Crt. App.............................................................................. Limited Jurisdiction Court Appeals 

 

Med ...................................................................................................................................... Medical 

 

MEN. HLTH ...............................................................................................................Mental Health 

 

Ord. of Protect .................................................................................................... Order of Protection 

 

Post-Conv. Rel .............................................................................................. Post-Conviction Relief 

 

PROB./Prob ....................................................................................................................... Probation 

 

Prosec .............................................................................................................................. Prosecution 

 

Stat. Corr .......................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 

 

Supv ................................................................................................................................. Supervised 

 

Trans .................................................................................................................................. Transfers 

 

Unsupv .........................................................................................................................Unsupervised 
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