
ARIZONA TAX COURT 
Narrative Summary 

 
The Arizona Tax Court, created in 1988, serves as the statewide venue for all civil appeals 

involving a tax, impost, or assessment.  Cases may be filed using a simplified “small claims” 
procedure when the amount of tax, interest and penalties is $5,000 or less or the cash value of 
all real and personal property in dispute is 2 million dollars or less. Otherwise, cases are filed as 
“cases of record”. The court is physically located within and administered by the Superior Court 
of Maricopa County, and appeals of Tax Court cases are heard in a special department of Division 
One of the Court of Appeals. 
 

There were 1,104 cases filed in the Arizona Tax Court during FY 2014, representing a 
decrease of 17.9% from the 1,344 cases filed in FY 2013.  Of the original cases filed, 80.8% 
originated in Maricopa County, 8.9% in Pima County and the remaining 10.3% from the rural 
counties.  
 

This year, 622 (56.3%) tax court matters were cases of record and 482 (43.7%) were small 
claims.  Property tax actions, which account for 83.5% of all case filings, decreased by 20.2% from 
1,155 in FY 2013 to 922 in FY 2014.  
 

During FY 2014, 1,562 cases were terminated compared to the 1,890 cases terminated 
during FY 2013, an overall decrease of 17.4%. Of the total terminations, 715 or 45.8% of cases 
were terminated by judgment. 
 

As of June 30, 2014, there were 786 cases pending in the Tax Court, a decrease of 34.2% 
from the 1,195 cases pending at the end of last fiscal year.  
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CASES FILED INCLUDE ORIGINAL FILINGS AND CASES REOPENED. 
CASES TERMINATED INCLUDE JUDGMENTS AND OTHER TERMINATIONS. 
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