
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 
Narrative Summary 

Justice of the peace courts hear all types of criminal 
traffic and civil traffic cases, certain misdemeanor cases 
and some courts conduct preliminary hearings for felony 
cases. Civil jurisdiction for this period is limited to cases 
involving claims less than $10,000 and small claims cases. 
Effective January 1, 2014, the small claims jurisdiction in 
justice courts increased from $2,500 to $3,500. Justice 
Courts issue orders of protection and injunctions 
prohibiting harassment and also issue search warrants. 

The majority of cases filed into the Justice Courts are 
civil traffic cases with 46.3% and civil cases with 27.2% of 
the total case filings. Criminal (including felony and 
misdemeanor cases) and criminal traffic account for 14.4% 
and 12.0%, respectively and local non-criminal ordinances 
account for just 0.1% of the total filings. 
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Total filings in the justice courts decreased by 3.6%, 

with largest decrease occurring in the civil traffic category 
(-5.0%). Felony filings had the largest increase in filings, 
cases grew by 7.3% from FY 2013 to FY 2014 and are up 
32.3% from FY 2010 to FY 2014. Additionally, both the 
small claims and forcible detainer civil case types 
experienced increases of 4.9% and 2.0%, respectively.  

Statewide, justice courts terminated 782,394 cases 
during FY 2014, a 1.7% decrease over the 796,305 cases 
terminated the previous fiscal year. While case 
terminations were down slightly, the overall pending 

1 Non-criminal case filings representing 0.1% of the case filings 
were excluded from the chart. 

caseload decreased by 5.4% statewide, signifying the 
continuing effort by the courts to process cases efficiently. 
The caseload clearance rate (case terminations divided by 
case filings) of 106.8% resulted in a decreased pending 
caseload of 33,317. 
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CLEARANCE RATES BY CASE TYPE 
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Petitions for injunctions against harassment decreased 
by 5.0% from FY 2013 to FY 2014 while petitions for orders 
of protection decreased by 3.9% during the same period. 
Orders of protection were issued for 88.6% of the petitions 
filed during FY 2014 and 80.0% of injunctions against 
harassment petitions were issued during the same period. 
Justice of the Peace courts held 2,251 order of protection 
review hearings and 1,344 injunction against harassment 
review hearings during FY 2014. 

Justice of the peace courts held 5,998 court trials and 
232 jury trials during FY 2014. Overall, court trials 
experienced a decrease of 16.9% while jury trials 
decreased by 32.9%. Criminal traffic, misdemeanor and 
civil trials experienced decreases of 10.2%, 16.9% and 
18.9%, respectively.  

As of June 30, 2014 a total of 190,706 total warrants 
were outstanding, a decrease of 2.3% from FY 2013. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
 (Justice of the Peace Courts) 
 
 
CR TRAF ................................................................................................................ Criminal Traffic 
 
CV TRAF ...................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 
 
DISP. ..............................................................................................................................Dispositions 
 
DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 
 
FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 
 
Inj Harassment ................................................................................. Injunction Against Harassment 
 
Misd .............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 
 
NC ............................................................................................................................... Non Criminal 
 
Non-Cr Ord .................................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 
 
Ord Protection .................................................................................................... Order of Protection 
 
Stat Corr ........................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 
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