
LIMITED JURISDICTION COURTS 
Narrative Summary 

This section combines data from both Justice of the 
Peace and Municipal Courts and presents them 
statewide and by county.  These data are intended for 
users who are concerned only with types of limited 
jurisdiction cases, irrespective of the specific court in 
which they occurred.  Justice of the Peace and Municipal 
Courts are examined individually in subsequent 
sections.2 

During FY 2014, 1,921,100 cases were filed in to the 
Limited Jurisdiction Courts statewide, an increase of 
0.5% from FY 2013. From FY 2013 to FY 2014, Felony and 
misdemeanor case filings increased 7.3% and 3.8%, 
respectively. Overall traffic filings decreased by 0.8% 
from FY 2013 to FY 2014. Criminal traffic decreased by 
3.0% and civil traffic decreased by 0.4%. 

Statewide, limited jurisdiction courts terminated 
2,119,696 cases during FY 2014, a 1.2% increase over the 
2,093,782 cases terminated the prior fiscal year. 
Terminations increased across all case types except non-
criminal cases, which decreased by 32.1%, and criminal 
traffic, which decreased by 3.4%. The statewide increase 
in terminations led to a decrease of 10.1% in pending 
cases in the limited jurisdiction courts. Overall pending 
cases decreased from 1,328,801 at the end of FY 2013 to 
1,194,764 at the end of FY 2014, a drop of 134,037 in the 
pending caseload.  

CASE FILING DISTRIBUTION BY CASE TYPE  
FY 2014 

 

 
 

Orders of protection and injunctions prohibiting 
harassment petitions decreased slightly from FY 2013 to 
FY 2014. Petitions for orders of protection decreased 
from 22,125 in FY 2013 to 22,093 in FY 2014, a decline of 
0.3%. Petitions for injunctions against harassment 
decreased from 13,815 in FY 2013 to 13,591 in FY 2014, 
a decrease of 1.6%.  Limited jurisdiction courts held an 
additional 5,936 order of protection review hearings and 
3,010 injunction against harassment review hearings 
during FY 2014.  

LARGEST VOLUME LIMITED JURISDICTION 
COURTS 

RANK COURT, COUNTY FY 14 
FILINGS 

1 TUCSON MUNICIPAL COURT, PIMA 
COUNTY 

259,100 

2 PHOENIX MUNICIPAL COURT, 
MARICOPA COUNTY 

245,861 

3 PIMA CONSOLIDATED JUSTICE 
COURT, PIMA COUNTY 

139,455 

4 MESA MUNICIPAL COURT, 
MARICOPA COUNTY 

109,261 

5 SCOTTSDALE MUNICIPAL COURT, 
MARICOPA COUNTY 

99,062 

 
Limited jurisdiction courts held 9,004 court trials and 

906 jury trials during FY 2014. Of the total trials, 43.2% 
were for civil cases, 37.4% were misdemeanor charges 
and 19.4% were for criminal traffic charges. The courts 
held an additional 58,722 civil traffic hearings, 53,470 
initial appearances and 3,769 small claims hearings. The 
courts issued 4,710 search warrants during the same 
period.  

As of June 30, 2014 a total of 441,318 warrants were 
outstanding, 226,774 for criminal traffic violations and 
214,544 for misdemeanor violations. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
 (Limited Jurisdiction Courts) 
 
 
CR TRAF ................................................................................................................ Criminal Traffic 
 
CV TRAF ...................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 
 
DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 
 
FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 
 
INJ HARRASSMENT ..................................................................... Injunction Against Harassment 
 
MISD............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 
 
NC  .............................................................................................................................. Non-Criminal 
 
NON-CR ORD ............................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 
 
ORD PROTECTION ......................................................................................... Order of Protection 
 
STAT CORR .................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 
 
TERM ............................................................................................................................ Termination 
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