
MUNICIPAL COURTS 
Narrative Summary 

Municipal courts have criminal jurisdiction over 
misdemeanor crimes and petty offenses committed in 
their city or municipality. They share jurisdiction with 
justice courts over violations of state law committed 
within their city or municipality limits. 

Municipal court judges hear misdemeanor criminal 
traffic cases such as driving under the influence of 
alcohol, hit-and-run and reckless driving where no 
serious injuries occur. They hear civil traffic cases, 
violations of city ordinances and codes, and issue orders 
of protection and injunctions prohibiting harassment. 
They can also issue search warrants. 

Case filings in Municipal Courts increased 3.2% from 
1,151,751 in FY 2013 to 1,188,248 in FY 2014. The largest 
categories, civil traffic and misdemeanor, had increased 
filings of 1.9% and 7.9%, respectively. Together these 
two case types account for 81.9% of the total filings in 
municipal courts.  
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Case terminations followed the same trend as filings 

increasing 3.1% from FY 2013 to FY 2014. Terminations 
for civil and criminal traffic cases increased 8.7% while 
terminations for misdemeanor cases increased 3.7%. The 
overall pending caseload in municipal courts decreased 
by 14.1%, or 100,720 pending cases. The significant 
decrease in the pending caseload reflects the courts 
continued efforts to clean up old cases in their case 
management systems while they continue to process 
new incoming cases efficiently. 

Both orders of protection and injunctions against 
harassment petition filings increased filings in FY 2014. 
Orders of protection increased 2.5% while injunctions 
against harassment increased 1.6%. Of the 13,256 
petitions for orders of protection filed in FY 2014, 11,050 
or 83.4%, were issued. Of the petitions for injunctions 
against harassment filed, 68.6% or 4,976, were issued. 
Municipal Courts held an additional 3,685 order of 
protection review hearings and 1,666 injunction against 
harassment review hearings during the fiscal year. 

CASE FILING PROPORTIONS BY CASE TYPE 
FY 2014 

 
 
Municipal courts held 3,680 trials during FY 2014 for 

criminal traffic and misdemeanor cases. Of the total 
trials, 65.1% were for misdemeanor charges and 34.9% 
were for criminal traffic charges. Jury trials make up 
18.3% of the total trials held in municipal courts. Despite 
the recent increase in misdemeanor case filings, trials for 
misdemeanor cases decreased 24.4%.  

Municipal courts held an additional 13,334 civil 
traffic hearings, 40,028 initial appearances and 566 
juvenile hearings during FY 2014. The courts also issued 
1,576 search warrants during the same period.  

As of June 30, 2014, there were 121,237 warrants 
outstanding for criminal traffic charges and 129,375 
warrants outstanding for misdemeanor charges. The 
total warrants outstanding at the end of FY 2014 
decreased by 7.3% from FY 2013. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
 (Municipal Courts) 
 
 
Cr Traf ..................................................................................................................... Criminal Traffic 
 
Cv Traf .......................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 
 
Disp ................................................................................................................................Dispositions 
 
DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 
 
FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 
 
Inj Harassment ................................................................................. Injunction Against Harassment 
 
Misd .............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 
 
NC ............................................................................................................................... Non Criminal 
 
Non-Cr Ord .................................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 
 
Ord Protection .................................................................................................... Order of Protection 
 
Stat Corr ........................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 
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