
LIMITED JURISDICTION COURTS 
Narrative Summary 

This section combines data from both Justice of the 
Peace and Municipal Courts and presents them 
statewide and by county.  These data are intended for 
users who are concerned only with types of limited 
jurisdiction cases, irrespective of the specific court in 
which they occurred.  Justice of the Peace and Municipal 
Courts are examined individually in subsequent sections. 

Beginning with calendar year 2014, courts began 
counting all cases at the charge level for statistical 
reporting. In prior years, charges filed by long-form 
complaint were counted according to the primary 
charge, and those filed by citation were counted at the 
charge level. As a result, courts with higher volumes of 
long-form complaints may show increased criminal 
traffic and felony filings for this reporting period. For 
more information please see Administrative Order 2015-
132. 

Statewide filings in limited jurisdiction courts 
decreased 6.8%, from 1,936,616 in FY 2014 to 1,804,620 
in FY 2015. Traffic filings, including both civil and criminal 
traffic, decreased by 107,826 filings, or 8.4%. During the 
same period, misdemeanor non-traffic and felony cases 
decreased by 9,063 filings.  Civil filings decreased by 
2.5%, from 199,294 in FY 2014 to 194,297 in FY 2015.  

Filings by Case Type 
FY 2015 Compared to FY 2014 

 

 

Petitions for orders of protection increased from 
22,093 in FY 2014 to 22,218 in FY 2015. Petitions for 
injunctions against harassment increased from 13,597 in 
FY 2014 to 13,704 in FY 2015.  Limited jurisdiction courts 
held an additional 5,741 order of protection review 
hearings and 2,967 injunction against harassment review 
hearings during FY 2015.  

Percentage of Filings by Case Type 
FY 2015 

 

 
 
Limited jurisdiction courts disposed of 1,938,335 

cases during FY 2015, an 8.9% decrease compared to the 
2,128,791 cases terminated the previous fiscal year. 
Terminations decreased across all case types except 
felony, which increased by 33.8%. 

Cases pending in the limited jurisdiction courts 
increased by 1.1%, from 1,252,434 at the end of FY 2014 
to 1,265,610 at the end of FY 2015. 

The total number of trials held increased 5.5% from 
9,928 in FY 2014 to 10,471 in FY 2015.  Of the total trials 
held, 92.1% were court trials and 7.9% were jury trials.  

As of June 30, 2015, a total of 44,765 criminal and 
criminal traffic warrants were outstanding in the limited 
jurisdiction courts statewide. 
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 ABBREVIATIONS 
 (Limited Jurisdiction Courts) 
 
 
CR TRAF ................................................................................................................ Criminal Traffic 
 
CV TRAF ...................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 
 
DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 
 
FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 
 
INJ HARRASSMENT ..................................................................... Injunction Against Harassment 
 
MISD............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 
 
NC  .............................................................................................................................. Non-Criminal 
 
NON-CR ORD ............................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 
 
ORD PROTECTION ......................................................................................... Order of Protection 
 
STAT CORR .................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 
 
TERM ............................................................................................................................ Termination 







CASES FILED INCLUDE ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN.  
 CASES DISPOSED INCLUDE TERMINATIONS AND TRANSFERS OUT.   
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CASES FILED INCLUDE ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN.  
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CASES FILED INCLUDE ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN.  
 CASES DISPOSED INCLUDE TERMINATIONS AND TRANSFERS OUT.   
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CASES FILED INCLUDE ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN.  
 CASES DISPOSED INCLUDE TERMINATIONS AND TRANSFERS OUT.   
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