
MUNICIPAL COURTS 
Narrative Summary 

Municipal courts have criminal jurisdiction over 
misdemeanor crimes and petty offenses committed in 
their city or municipality. They share jurisdiction with 
justice courts over violations of state law committed 
within their city or municipality limits. 

Municipal court judges hear misdemeanor criminal 
traffic cases such as driving under the influence of 
alcohol, hit-and-run and reckless driving where no 
serious injuries occur. They hear civil traffic cases, 
violations of city ordinances and codes, and issue orders 
of protection and injunctions prohibiting harassment. 
They can also issue search warrants. 

Total filings for municipal courts (including transfers 
in) decreased 7.8% from 1,187,929 in FY 2014 to 
1,095,099 in FY 2015. Traffic filings (criminal and civil), 
which comprise 72.5% of Municipal Court case activity, 
decreased by 7.6% from FY 2014 to FY 2015. Within the 
traffic category, criminal filings decreased by 10.7% and 
civil traffic filings decreased by 7.1%. Misdemeanors 
(excluding criminal traffic) decreased 7.7% from 227,841 
in FY 2014, to 210,221 in FY 2015. 

During FY 2015, a total of 13,484 petitions for orders 
of protection were filed, up 1.7% compared with last 
year. Petitions for injunctions against harassment 
increased from 7,256 last year to 7,427 in FY 2015, an 
increase of 2.4%. 
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Total dispositions (including transfers out) decreased 
from 1,336,889 last year to 1,209,775 in FY 2015, a 
decrease of 9.5%. Total traffic dispositions (criminal and 
civil) decreased by 12.3%, from 972,813 in FY 2014 to 
853,135 in FY 2015.  Misdemeanor dispositions increased 
by 1.2%, from 264,840 in FY 2014 to 267,969 in FY 2015. 

The total year end pending caseload increased 3.7%, 
from 612,116 at the end of FY 2014 to 634,792 at the end 
of FY 2015. 

Municipal courts held 3,100 trials during FY 2015, 
including 2,602 court trials and 498 jury trials. Of the 
total trials held, 68.2% were for misdemeanor cases and 
31.8% for criminal traffic. Civil traffic hearings decreased 
7.9%, from 18,330 in FY 2014 to 16,884 in FY 2015.  Initial 
appearances also decreased, from 40,028 in FY 2014 to 
39,731 in FY 2015.  

PORPORTION OF FILINGS BY CASE TYPE 
FY 2015 

 

 
 

 

 

MUNICIPAL COURTS RANKED BY CASES 
FILED FY 2015 

 

 COURT, COUNTY FY 2015 
FILINGS 

1. Tucson Municipal Court, Pima County 221,415 
2. Phoenix Municipal Court, Maricopa 

County 
200,068 

3. Mesa Municipal Court, Maricopa 112,626 
4. Scottsdale Municipal Court, Maricopa 

County 
96,741 

5. Tempe Municipal Court, Maricopa 
County 

61,323 
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 ABBREVIATIONS 
 (Municipal Courts) 
 
 
Cr Traf ..................................................................................................................... Criminal Traffic 
 
Cv Traf .......................................................................................................................... Civil Traffic 
 
Disp ................................................................................................................................Dispositions 
 
DUI ...................................................................................................... Driving Under the Influence 
 
FTA ....................................................................................................................... Failure-to-Appear 
 
Inj Harassment ................................................................................. Injunction Against Harassment 
 
Misd .............................................................................................................................Misdemeanor 
 
NC ............................................................................................................................... Non Criminal 
 
Non-Cr Ord .................................................................................... Non-Criminal Local Ordinances 
 
Ord Protection .................................................................................................... Order of Protection 
 
Stat Corr ........................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 
 







CASES FILED INCLUDES ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN. 
CASES DISPOSED INCLUDES CASES TERMINATED AND TRANSFERS OUT. 
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CASES FILED INCLUDES ORIGINAL FILINGS AND TRANSFERS IN. 
CASES DISPOSED INCLUDES CASES TERMINATED AND TRANSFERS OUT. 
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