
SUPERIOR COURT 
Narrative Summary 

The Superior Court is the state’s only general 
jurisdiction trial court. Arizona’s Superior Court has 15 
branches, one for each county in the state. Superior Court 
has jurisdiction over all cases except small claims, petty 
offenses and violations of city ordinance/codes. The 
Superior Court also acts as an appellate court for justice 
and municipal courts. 

 
Total filings (including transfers in) decreased 5.3%, 

from 201,299 in FY 2014 to 190,611 this fiscal year. Civil 
filings, which decreased by 17.7%, had the greatest impact 
on the overall decline in case filings over the year. Criminal 
and domestic relations categories also saw decreased 
filings of 1.6% and 1.2%, respectively. Probate, Juvenile, 
and Mental Health filings increased from FY 2014 to FY 
2015.  

 

Civil filings account for 25.6% of the total filings in 
Superior Court. Case filings in this category decreased by 
10,464 from FY 2014 to FY 2015. Decreases in Non-
classified and Contract filings had the greatest impact on 
the overall decrease. Together these two case type 
categories account for 80.1% of the total civil filings. 

 

Within the Juvenile case type, Dependency cases 
increased from 6,962 in FY 2014 to 7,643 in 2015, an 
increase of 9.8%. The Mental Health case type category 
also saw increased filings of 3.2% from FY 2014 to FY 2015. 

 

Petitions for orders of protection increased 4.9%, from 
12,384 in FY 2014 to 12,991 in FY 2015. Petitions for 
injunctions against harassment increased 9.8%, from 2,935 
in FY 2014 to 3,224 in FY 2015. Of the total protective order 
petitions filed, 83.8% of petitions for Orders of Protection 
were issued and 92.4% of Injunctions against Harassment 
were issued. 

 

Total dispositions (including transfers) decreased 1.4% 
from 199,631 in FY 2014 to 196,753 in FY 2015. As of June 
30, 2015, there were 206,693 cases pending, a slight 
increase over the 205,554 pending at the end of FY 2014. 

Superior Court held 5,425 trials during FY 2015 
compared to 5,640 in FY 2014. Of the 5,425 total trials in 
FY 2015, 4,076 (75.1%) were court trials and 1,349 (24.9%) 
were jury trials. Of the court trials, 92.1% were for 
domestic relations cases, 4.0% for Civil, 3.7% for Criminal 
and the remaining were appeals from the lower courts. Of 
the jury trials held, 82.0% were criminal trials and 18.2% 
were civil trials. 

 

 
 

 
 
Data for all counties except Maricopa and Pima were 

estimated for FY 2015 due to courts transitioning to a new case 
management system. 
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 ABBREVIATIONS 
 (Superior Court) 
 
 
CRIM .................................................................................................................................. Criminal 
 
Delinq ............................................................................................................................... Delinquent 
 
DOC/Dept of Corr................................................................................... Department of Corrections 
 
DJC .......................................................................................... Department of Juvenile Corrections 
 
Dom Rel ............................................................................................................. Domestic Relations 
 
Guard/Conserv .................................................................................. Guardianship/Conservatorship 
 
Incorr ............................................................................................................................... Incorrigible 
 
Inj ...................................................................................................................................... Injunction 
 
JP ........................................................................................................................ Justice of the Peace 
 
Juv ........................................................................................................................................ Juvenile 
 
L.J. Crt. Appeal ......................................................................... Limited Jurisdiction Court Appeals 
 
L.J. Crim/Traf Appeal ......................................... Limited Jurisdiction Criminal or Traffic Appeals 
 
Med ...................................................................................................................................... Medical 
 
Ord. Protection ................................................................................................... Order of Protection 
 
Post-Conv. ..................................................................................................... Post-Conviction Relief 
 
Stat. Corr .......................................................................................................... Statistical Correction 
 
TERM ............................................................................................................................ Termination 
 
Veh ........................................................................................................................................ Vehicle 
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