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P R E S E N T E R S
	Judge William Thorne

	Judge William A. Thorne, Jr., was appointed to the Utah Court of Appeals in May 2000 by Gov. Michael O. Leavitt. He was a judge in the Third Circuit Court for eight years, having been appointed by Governor Norman Bangerter in 1986, and served in the Third District Court for six years, having been appointed by Governor Leavitt in 1994. Judge Thorne received a B.A. from the University of Santa Clara in 1974 and a J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1977. Judge Thorne has served as a tribal court judge in Utah, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, Wisconsin, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Michigan. He is the former president of the National Indian Justice Center (a nonprofit that trains tribal court personnel around the country), and a member of the Board of Directors for National CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates, a nonprofit group that provides volunteer representation for abused and neglected children in court). He is a member of the Board of Directors for the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute (a nonprofit seeking to improve the level of research and practice related to adoptions), and a member of the ABA Steering Committee on the Unmet Legal Needs of Children. He is a former member of the Utah Judicial Council, the Board of Circuit Court Judges, and the Board of Directors for the National Indian Court Judge's Association. He is also a former chair of the Utah Juvenile Justice Task Force of the Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice, former vice-chair of the Utah Board of Youth Corrections, former co-chair of the Judicial Council's Committee on Improving jury Service, former chair of the Judicial Council's Bail Bonding Committee, former member of the Court Technology Committee, former member of the Salt Lake County Domestic Violence Advisory Committee, and a former member of the steering committee for the Judicial Council's Task Force on Racial and Ethnic Fairness. 10/05.


	Carol Locust-Split Feathers

	Carol Locust, Ed.D (Eastern Band Cherokee) works with tribal groups to improve services for persons with disabilities, prevent family violence and child abuse, and in state courts in Indian Child Welfare cases.  She shares cultural concepts, beliefs, psychosocial and physical health, and mental health information in lectures and through publications..



	Jennifer Espino

	Ms. Espino is licensed to practice in the State of Arizona and the Tohono O'odham Nation Justice Center.  As an Assistant Attorney General for the Tohono O'odham Nation, Ms. Espino represents the Nation in Indian Child Welfare proceedings in Pima County, Arizona.


	Michelle Nimmo

	Michelle Nimmo is an appellate attorney in the Child and Family Protection Division of the Arizona Attorney General’s Office.  She has over 14 years’ experience in child-welfare law, including matters involving ICWA.  Over the years, Michelle has represented parents, children, and primarily the Arizona Department of Economic Security in the juvenile and appellate courts of Arizona.  Her past work as a staff attorney for the Arizona Court of Appeals also included delinquency, child-welfare, and non-juvenile matters.  Recently, she co-authored a U.S. Supreme Court brief on behalf of Arizona and forty other states, as amici curiae, in a case arising out of an investigation by Oregon state officials of child sexual-abuse allegations (Camreta/Alford v. Greene).  She maintains memberships in the National Association of Counsel for Children and the state bar Appellate Practice Section, is a member and former chair of the Juvenile Law Section of the state bar, and serves on the Arizona Attorney General’s Opinion Review Committee.


	April Olson

	April Olson is an attorney with the Rothstein Law Firm and currently practices in the field of Indian law.  She joined the firm in May 2010 after working for the Gila River Indian Community for three and a half years.  Her Indian law experience includes a wide variety of practice areas, including criminal law, civil litigation, water law and Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) matters.  Prior to law school, April did social work for the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa.  Ms. Olson has represented various tribes in ICWA matters in over 10 states across the country.


	Judge Melvin Stoof

	Hon. Melvin R. Stoof.  Judge Stoof, an enrolled Rosebud Sioux Tribal member, has served as a tribal court Judge for the past 18 years, and 7 years with Pascua Yaqui Tribe. He was former president of the New Mexico Indian Bar Association for 5 years, served as commissioner for the American Bar Association Commission on Domestic Violence for three terms, and Attorney General Eric Holder nominated him to serve for the next two years on the National Advisory Committee on Violence Against Women for the Department of Justice.  He has presented on issues related to tribal courts, Indian Child Welfare Act, State-Tribal relations for the National Council of  Juvenile and Family Court Judges, National Indian Child Welfare Association, American Bar Association, Northern Plains Judicial Institute, National Tribal Justice Resource Center, National Tribal Trial College (DOJ grantee), State Bars of New Mexico and Arizona, and National Center for State Courts.  He has a B.A., Magna Cum Laude, in English Literature, from the University of Houston, a Certificate of Attendance from the Special Summer Pre-Law Institute for American Indians and a J.D. from the University of New Mexico School of Law.  He is licensed in Texas, in the U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, with the State Bar of New Mexico, several federal district courts, and in seven tribal jurisdictions.


	Jay McCarthy

	Mr. McCarthy is a member of the law firm of McCarthyWeston, P.L.L.C. in Flagstaff, Arizona.  Mr. McCarthy is admitted to practice law in the states of Arizona, Nebraska, Missouri and Alaska and is also admitted to practice in the Navajo Nation, White Mountain Apache, Yavapai-Apache and Hopi tribal courts.  

Prior to locating to Flagstaff, Mr. McCarthy was the Deputy Director of the State of Alaska Office of Public Advocacy.  He represented the National Association of Counsel for Children and the National CASA Association before the U.S. Supreme Court in the case of Maryland v. Craig regarding the constitutionality of child witness protection laws.  Mr. McCarthy is a member of the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys, National Association of Counsel for Children and the North American Council on Adoptable Children.  He is the recipient of the American Bar Association/Young Lawyers Division 2000 Child Advocacy Law Award. 

Mr. McCarthy is a member of the Board of Trustees for the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys and the Board of Directors for Mountain Charter School.


	Barbara Atwood

	Barbara Atwood, Mary Anne Richey Professor of Law Emerita, has been a member of the faculty at the University of Arizona College of Law since 1986.  Her teaching and scholarly interests have focused on civil procedure and family law, with a sustained concentration on jurisdictional and procedural issues affecting American Indian children.  She has lectured widely on the Indian Child Welfare Act and is the author of Children, Tribes, and States:  Adoption and Custody Conflicts over American Indian Children (Carolina Academic Press 2010).  Professor Atwood has been a Commissioner with the Uniform Law Commission since 2006. 


	Dawn Williams

	Dawn received a J.D. from the James E. Rogers College of Law at the University of Arizona in 2000.  She has worked for the Office of the Attorney General’s Child and Family Protection Division since that time.  She began as a trial attorney representing Child Protective Services, and after four years moved to the appeals team.  Dawn is currently the Lead Appeals Attorney for the Child and Family Protection Division, representing the Department of Economic Security in various appellate capacities.  Dawn is presently Chair of the State Bar Juvenile Law Section.
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