
Domestic Relations Committee 
Legislative History 

 
During the forty-first session, the Arizona Legislature created both the Child 
Support Coordinating Council Subcommittee (“Council”) and the Domestic 
Relations Reform Study Subcommittee (“DR Subcommittee”) were 
established within a single overarching legislative committee called the 
Child Support Enforcement and Domestic Relations Reform Committee. 
 
The Child Support Enforcement and Domestic Relations Reform Committee 
consisted of the four co-chairs from the two subordinate subcommittees.  
This overarching committee was established to coordinate the work of the 
subcommittees, but was specifically directed not to make substantive 
changes to the work, findings or recommendations of the two 
subcommittees. Any conflicts between the findings or recommendations of 
the subcommittees were to be referred back to the subcommittees for 
resolution. 
 
Each of the subcommittees was co-chaired by a member of the Senate and a 
member of the House of Representatives. The enabling legislation identified 
the composition of each subcommittee's membership and prescribed the 
tasks to be undertaken. Reports were to be submitted by the subcommittees 
quarterly to the Child Support Enforcement and Domestic Relations Reform 
Committee. The overarching committee was responsible to report annually 
on the work, findings and recommendations of the subcommittees to the 
Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the Chief Justice of the Arizona Supreme Court. 
 
The original legislation creating the overarching committee and its 
subcommittees was effective July 17, 1994. That same enabling law 
appropriated funds to the Arizona Supreme Court for costs associated with 
staffing the subcommittees. In July 1994, the Arizona Supreme Court 
designated the Domestic Relations Division of the Administrative Office of 
the Courts to provide that staff support. 
 
The legislation that originally established the overarching committee and its 
two subcommittees was scheduled for repeal from and after December 31, 
1997.  Provisions of law enacted in 1997 (Laws 1997, Chapters 45, 176 and 
250) extended this date so that each of the subcommittees continued to serve 
the public until December 31, 2000. New legislation (Laws 2000, Chapter 



312) repealed Laws 1994, Chapter 374, Section 24 and added A.R.S. § 25-
320.01 to statute.  This statute, effective as of July 18, 2000, created the 
committee and subcommittees by statute, rather than session law, and 
extended the life of the committee and the two subcommittees until July 1, 
2007.  The statute further specified that the Domestic Relations Reform 
Study Subcommittee was to meet jointly with the Child Support 
Coordinating Council Subcommittee at least twice each year. 
 
Legislation passed in 2002 (Laws 2002, Chapter 332) eliminated the Child 
Support Enforcement and Domestic Relations Reform Committee, the Child 
Support Coordinating Council Subcommittee and Domestic Relations 
Reform Study Subcommittee.  The new law created a new structure and two 
independent committees, the Child Support Committee and the Domestic 
Relations Committee, with simplified purposes, appointments and reporting 
requirements and provides that the two committees will expire on January 1, 
2008.  The Court Services Division, Court Programs Unit, AOC, is still 
responsible for staffing the committees created by this new legislation. 
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