
Statute Review Workgroup 
Minutes 

 
Date:  October 18, 2011 Time:  Noon to 1 p.m. Location:  AOC – Conf. Rm 119A 

 
Minute Taker:  Kathy Sekardi, Julie Graber          
 
Members Attending:  
 

 Comm. Stephen Kupiszewski (Acting Chair)   
 Theresa Barrett 
 Janet Sell 
 Pat Griffin 
 Brandon Maxwell  

 Veronica Hart Ragland  
 Bianca Varelas Miller  
 Donald Vert 
 Farrah Watkins 

 
Staff/Admin. Support:  Kathy Sekardi, Julie Graber 
 
Guests:  None. 
 
Matters Considered:  
 

1. Welcome and announcements 
Meeting commenced at 12:20 p.m. with a quorum. Janet Sell facilitated the meeting in Comm. 
Kupiszewski’s absence.   
 

2. Review and discuss red-lined matrix 
In keeping with Comm. Kupiszewski’s prior query, the workgroup reviewed the question: “Why are we 
revising the guidelines?” The guidelines could be simplified to improve understandability and 
accessibility for the general public. Ms. Barrett proposed making use of enhancements that stemmed 
from Child Support Guidelines Review Committee’s review process and incorporating those new 
elements such as a table of contents, definitions of terms and expanded examples into the current 
guidelines. Members noted it was important that the public understand the difference between the 
guidelines and a guidelines’ model (i.e., income shares model), and proposed further education and 
outreach to clarify the difference. Some members inquired about the vetting process. The vetting process 
was described and emphasis was placed on transparency and a thoughtful and deliberate process.  
 

3. Review and update strategic plan 
Ms. Watkins expressed interest in spousal maintenance enforcement. Some concerns were raised about 
the appropriateness of the topic for the workgroup. Mr. Vert called attention to spousal maintenance 
arrest warrants that expire after one year when there is no corresponding child support order and sought 
equal treatment between spousal maintenance and child support arrest warrants. Ms. Sell identified that 
A.R.S. sections 25-681and 25-685 could be amended to include spousal support. Members agreed to add 
spousal maintenance arrest warrants to the strategic plan for 2011. Mr. Vert volunteered to work on the 
proposed legislation to review at the next meeting. 
 
With regard to the federal IWO form, Ms. Barrett advised that the topic would be brought to court 
leadership’s attention to obtain feedback for implementation planning purposes.  Accordingly, she 
proposed holding off on new legislation until next session when language could be written to address 
specific challenges, if any, encountered during the implementation process.  



 
 

4. Call to the Public 
No members of the general public were in attendance. 
 

5. Set next agenda 
For next agenda, SRWG will continue to review and discuss the red-lined matrix.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:12 p.m. 

 


