
Statute Review Workgroup 
Minutes 

 
Date:  November 8, 2011 Time:  Noon to 1 pm Location:  AOC – Conf. Rm 345A 

 
Minute Taker:  Kathy Sekardi, Julie Graber          
 
Members Attending:  
 

 Comm. Stephen Kupiszewski (Acting Chair)   
 Theresa Barrett 
 Janet Sell 
 Pat Griffin 
  Brandon Maxwell  

 Veronica Hart Ragland  
 Bianca Varelas Miller  
 Donald Vert 
 Farrah Watkins 

 
Staff/Admin. Support:  Kathy Sekardi, Julie Graber 
 
Guests:  None. 
 
Matters Considered:  
 

1. Welcome and announcements 
Comm. Kupiszewski commenced the meeting at 12:00 p.m. with a quorum.  The members discussed the 
lack of sponsorship for the four proposed pieces of legislation that have been approved by the Child 
Support Committee.  Ms. Hart Ragland offered to discuss the situation with her director’s office and 
report her findings. 

 
2. Discuss proposed amendments 

• A.R.S. 25-681: Child support or spousal support arrest warrant 
• A.R.S. 25-685: Entry into criminal information system 
 
Ms. Sell presented proposed amendments that seek to equalize the treatment between child support and 
spousal support arrest warrants. Currently, spousal support arrest warrants expire after a year and must 
be renewed whereas child support arrest warrants expire upon satisfaction of the child support 
obligation. Discussion ensued. Ms. Sell made the following motion: 
 

Motion: To support the proposed language for recommendation to the Domestic Relations 
Committee. 
Motion was seconded by Ms. Barrett. No further discussion, motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. Discuss proposed amendments 
• A.R.S. 25-320(M): Child support; factors; methods of payment; additional enforcement 
• A.R.S. 25-502: Jurisdiction; venue and procedure; additional enforcement provisions 
 
Ms. Sell and Ms. Griffin presented proposed amendments that would allow the Department of Economic 
Security (DES) to file copies of imaged child support enforcement documents with the superior court 
without the requirement to maintain the original certified paper copy. These proposed changes are 
necessary to clarify statutory language that implies the transmitter must have a hard copy of the 
transmitted document. Arizona courts currently accept electronically submitted documents from the 



Clerks of Court, who are not required under A.R.S. Title 12, Chapter 2 to maintain hard copies of 
certified documents for filing purposes. These proposed amendments would therefore streamline the 
filing process for the DES by matching the Clerks of Court’s filing procedures. Discussion ensued.  Ms. 
Sell made the following motion: 
 

Motion: To support the proposed language for recommendation to the Child Support Committee. 
Motion was seconded by Ms. Barrett. No further discussion, motion passed unanimously. 

 
4. Review and discuss red-line matrix 

Ms. Barrett reminded the workgroup that there are no deadline requirements for completion of this goal 
and that proper vetting will be of the utmost importance. The workgroup discussed the best ways to 
format and present the enhanced child support guidelines to generate the best feedback during the 
vetting process. Ms. Barrett suggested that reviewing language found in legal memoranda written during 
the last review process might be beneficial to the workgroup. Ms. Sekardi will prepare summary 
explanations of the legal memoranda for review and discussion.  
 

5. Review and update strategic plan 
Mr. Maxwell raised an individual issue when he moved out-of-state and found a lack of coordination 
between states. Members responded that this is a program issue with administrative remedies; however, 
there is no statutory solution.  
 
Members added the review of the legal memoranda language and summary explanations to the strategic 
plan.  
 

6. Call to the Public 
No members of the general public were in attendance. 
 

7. Set next agenda 
For next agenda, SRWG will review a summary of the suggested changes and explanations regarding 
the legal memoranda. SRWG will also focus on ways to move proposed legislation forward. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 

 


