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Substantive Law/Court Procedures Workgroup 
Minutes 

Date:  June 24, 2011 
 

Time:  12:00 PM – 1:30 PM Location: Conference Room 119 A/B 

 
Minute Taker:   Tama Reily 
 
Members Attending:  
X Steve Wolfson                 X Daniel Cartagena      A Ella Maley                 A Russell Smolden 
X Brian Yee                     X Jami Cornish             A Robert Reuss             A David Weinstock 
X Thomas Alongi             A William Fabricius      X Donnalee Sarda X Sarah Youngblood             
X Theresa Barrett            A Jennifer Gadow         A Ellen Seaborne            
A Keith Berkshire            X Grace Hawkins          X Lindsay Simmons         
X Sidney Buckman          A Carey Hyatt               A Laura Sabin Cabanillas     

   
Staff/Admin. Support:  Kay Radwanski; Tama Reily 
 
Guests: Joi Davenport, Trey Harris  
                 
 
Matters Considered:  
 
I.  Welcome and Announcements 
 The June 24, 2011 meeting of the Substantive Law / Court Procedures Workgroup was called to order by Steve 
 Wolfson, co-chair, at 12:07 p.m.  Members and guests were welcomed.  
   
II. Approval of Minutes 
 The minutes were not presented for approval at this time due to lack of a quorum.  
    
III. Review of Comments Received 

Members discussed comments received from Superior Court Judge Randy Warner regarding some of the draft 
amendments to the custody statute. Judge Hyatt previously stated that she would be circulating Judge Warner’s 
comments throughout the bench for additional feedback from superior court judges.      

 
IV. Review of Proposed Custody Rewrite 

Tom Alongi reviewed his proposed changes to A.R.S. § 25-471; Sanctions for Misconduct, and detailed the basis 
for his suggestions.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the establishment of false allegations and judicial 
discretion when persons of impaired mental status might make false allegations.  After considerable debate, Mr. 
Alongi agreed to continue modifying the section, taking into account the comments members offered today.    

 
VI. Call to the Public 

Member of the public, Joi Davenport, commented that children should not be present at the workgroup meetings  
to avoid exposing them to adult topics of discussion.  She also expressed concern that the workgroup is 
considering reducing the coercive control language in the custody statute.  She stated it is imperative to include 
coercive control in a thorough manner because the courts need to be educated about the issue if it is to be 
recognized by the family court judiciary. Finally, she argued that abuse and coercive tactics continue throughout 
the divorce process and its effects remain long after the divorce is finalized.  

 
 Meeting adjourned at 1:37 p.m. 

Next Meeting 
July 15, 2011 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Arizona State Courts Building 

1501 W. Washington, Conference Room 345 B 


