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 PIMA COUNTY COMMISSION ON TRIAL COURT APPOINTMENTS 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 October 26, 2015 
 
PRESENT: Vice Chief Justice John Pelander, Acting Chairman; Justice Ann A. Scott 

Timmer; Michael Boreale; Lynn Cuffari; Sherry Downer; Michael 
Hennessy; Marian Hill; Troy Larkin; Cassia Lundin; Gioia Sanderson and 
Nanette Warner 

 
ABSENT: Richard Schaefer; Carole Siegler 
 
Vice Chief Justice John Pelander called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m.  He welcomed the 
Commission members and public in attendance.  He explained the purpose of the meeting is to 
select applicants to be interviewed for a vacancy on the Pima County Superior Court created by 
the retirement of Judge Karen Adam. 
 
He welcomed Michael Boreale, Sherry Downer, Marian Hill, Troy Larkin and Nanette Warner as 
new Commission members and asked if everyone could introduce themselves after the first order 
of business on the agenda. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Justice Pelander asked for public comment on the applicants. He asked the speakers to try and limit 
their comments to three minutes each and asked them not to repeat comments by previous speakers 
about the same candidate. 
 
Jim Kelly spoke on behalf of Peter Hochuli. 
Alicia Galvani spoke on behalf of Thomas Denker. 
Vince Roberts spoke on behalf of Lee Ann Roads. 
Adriane Hofmeyr spoke on behalf of Thomas Denker. 
Jason Frazier spoke on behalf of Ryan Schmidt. 
Vanessa Moss spoke on behalf of Lee Ann Roads. 
 
Vice Chief Justice Pelander asked the Commission members to take turns and introduce 
themselves. He welcomed Justice Ann A. Scott Timmer and mentioned that she will be this 
Commission’s Acting Chairman going forward. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Vice Chief Justice Pelander asked if any member wished to submit changes or additions to the 
draft minutes of the March 31, 2014 meeting. It was moved that the minutes be approved as 
submitted. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
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Disqualifications and Disclosures 
 
Vice Chief Justice Pelander inquired about any basis for disqualification or disclosure pursuant 
to the commission’s rules regarding conflict of interest or bias. 
 
Troy Larkin disclosed that he has worked with Justin Castillo and has known him for several 
years, he worked with Thomas Denker and Daniel Jurkowitz while he was at the County 
Attorney’s Office. He has worked with Peter Hochuli in the past and they had lunch to discuss 
the application process. Ryan Schmidt worked at the County Attorney’s Office while he was 
there but he does not know him. He knows Anita Simons through the Arizona State Bar 
Leadership Institute.  
 
Mike Boreale disclosed that Justin Castillo is a law school classmate and personal friend and he 
is his daughter’s god-father. He worked with Thomas Denker about nine years ago as opposing 
counsel. Daniel Jurkowitz was his first year of law school mentor and Anita Simons was a law 
school classmate. 
 
Nanette Warner disclosed that Justin Castillo, Peter Hochuli, Nanette Morrow, Lee Ann Roads 
and Ryan Schmidt appeared in her court room while she was a judge.  
 
Cassie Lundin disclosed that she spoke to Peter Hochuli regarding the application process and 
she encouraged him to apply. 
 
Sherry Downer disclosed that she had lunch with Peter Hochuli to discuss the process. 
 
Vice Chief Justice Pelander disclosed that he knows Thomas Denker on a personal level from 
church. He knows Peter Hochuli from this process and the times he has appeared in front of the 
Commission and he knows Ryan Schmidt from the YMCA. 
 
Discussion and Selection of Applicants for Interviews 
 
Vice Chief Justice Pelander explained the process for discussion and selection of applications for 
the benefit of all new members. He opened the floor for discussion on all eight applicants. 
 
After further discussion on the applicant’s qualifications and the need to submit a politically 
balanced list to the Governor, Vice Chief Justice Pelander suggested a straw poll in alphabetical 
order. The Commission agreed and the results of the straw vote were: 
 
Justin Castillo – 8  Nanette Morrow – 7 
Thomas Denker – 9  Lee Ann Roads – 8  
Peter Hochuli – 7  Ryan Schmidt – 4  
Daniel Jurkowitz – 6  Anita Simons – 8  
 
It was agreed those applicants with a vote of three or more would warrant further discussion. 
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After a brief discussion on the applicants, Vice Chief Justice Pelander asked, based on the 
discussion, if the Commission would like to take a vote to interview all eight applicants. The 
vote passed by 8-1-1 with Vice Chief Justice Pelander abstaining. 
 
Gioia Sanderson moved to interview all eight candidates. The motion was seconded and passed 
by a vote of 8-1-1 with Vice Chief Justice Pelander abstaining. The interview list consists of 
Justin Castillo, Thomas Denker, Peter Hochuli, Daniel Jurkowitz, Nanette Morrow, Lee Ann 
Roads, Ryan Schmidt and Anita Simons. 
 
Interview Schedule 
 
The commission agreed to meet at 8:30 a.m. on November 9th for the interview meeting. Gioia 
Sanderson volunteered to work with Vice Chief Justice Pelander on the hypothetical question for 
the interviews. Staff was instructed to schedule the interviews at 20 minute intervals. 
 
Discussion of Due Diligence Assignments 
 
After a brief discussion, the following due diligence assignments were agreed on.  
 
Gioia Sanderson, Marian Hill, Mike Hennessy and Carol Siegler agreed to contact the non-attorney 
references of each candidate. 
 
Sherry Downer, Nanette Warner, Cassie Lundin and Richard Schaefer agreed to contact judges.  
 
Mike Boreale, Troy Larkin and Lynn Cuffari agreed to contact the lawyer references of each 
candidate.  
 
A motion to adjourn was made. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:43 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Gioia Sanderson 
Commission Secretary 
 


