ARIZONA JUDICIAL COUNCIL

Request for Council Action

Date Action Type of Action Subject:
Requested: Requested:
October 22, 2020 _X Formal Action/Request APPROVAL OF
___ Information Only MINUTES
___ Other
FROM:

Lorraine Smith, Staff to the Arizona Judicial Council

DISCUSSION:

.The minutes from the June 23, 2020, meeting of the Arizona Judicial Council are attached

for your review.

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION:

Approve the minutes as written.



ARIZONA JUDICIAL COUNCIL

State Courts Building, Room 101
1501 W. Washington Street

June 23, 2020

Draft Meeting Minutes
Councll Members Present:
Chief Justice Robert Brutinel Lea Marquez Peterson
David K. Byers Kevin Robinson
Brian Furuya Judge Peter Swann
Mike Hellon Judge Garye Vasquez

Council Members Attending Via Zoom:

Judge Kyle Bryson Steve Pierce

Judge Louis F. Dominguez Judge Antonio Riojas, Jr.
Judge Charles Gurtler Judge Keith E. Russell
Clerk of Court Juan Pablo Guzman Kathleen Schaben

Athia Hardt Judge Monica Stauffer
Judge Dorothy Little Lisa Urias

Steve Peru George Weisz

Judge Michael Peterson Judge Joseph Waelty

(proxy for Judge David Mackey)

Councll Members Absent (excused):

Don Bivens Judge David Mackey

Administrative Office of the Courts (AQC) Staff Present:

Mike Baumstark Jerry Landau

Liana Garcia Ms. Marretta Mathes
Martin Gaxiola Alicia Moffatt

Mr. Karl Heckart Ms. Teri Munn

Susan Hunt Marcus Reinkensmeyer
Elise Kulik David Withey

Members of the Public and Guests Present:

Philip Bye Geoffrey Paulsen
Patricia Cummins Melinda Sherwyn



Lori Ford Vice Chief Justice Ann A. Scott Timmer.
Martin Lynch

Woelcome/Meeting Called to Order

Chief Justice Robert Brutinel, Chair called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. at the State
Courts Building, Suite 101, Phoenix, AZ. The Chair welcome the Council's newest public
member, Kevin Robinson.

Approval of Minutes

The Chair called for any corrections to the minutes from the Council's March 19, 2020,
meeting.

MOTION: To approve the minutes from the March 19, 2020, meeting
of the Arizona Judicial Council, as presented. The motion was
seconded and passed. AJC 2020-08.

Arizona Judicial Council: 30 Years of Progress

Mr. Dave Byers shared accomplishments and history of the Arizona Judicial Council as it
celebrates its 30t anniversary this month.

Arizona Code of Judicial Administration (ACJA)

Ms. Teri Munn, Court Financial Specialist with the Court Services Division of the AOC
presented on the proposed amendments to ACJA Section 1-401: Minimum Accounting
Standards.

MOTION: To approve the amendments to ACJA § 1-401: Minimum
Accounting Standards, as presented. The motion was seconded and
passed. AJC 2020-09.

Report on Code of Conduct for Clerks and Proposed Rules Establishing a Clerk
Ethics Board

Mr. Mike Baumstark, Deputy Director of the AOC presented on the Code of Conduct for
Clerks, as well as the proposed rules establishing a Clerk Ethics Board.

MOTION: To approve ACJA Section 1-308: Code of Conduct for
Superior Court Clerks and recommend that the Supreme Court adopt
the proposed rules establishing a Clerk of the Superior Court Conduct
Board, as presented. The motion was seconded and passed. AJC 2020-
10.



Limited Jurisdiction Appeals and Family Law Post Judgment Motions Time
Standards

Ms. Marretta Mathes, JD, Court Project Specialist, Court Services Division of the AOC,
provided an update on the work of the Steering Committee on Arizona Case Processing
Standards to approve the 2 case types.

MOTION: To adopt the case processing standard for family law post
judgement motions, as presented. The motion was seconded and
passed. AJC 2020-11.

Judge Keith Russell spoke on appeals of lower court evictions. It was noted that given
the time constraints if there were to be one, it would not make sense for an appeal to sit
on a judge’s desk for 180 days. It was suggested that this issue be looked at by the new
Committee.

MOTION: To adopt the case processing standard for limited
Jurisdiction court appeals with the recommendation that the concern
regarding appeals of lower court evictions be looked at by the new
committee. The motion was seconded and passed. AJC 2020-12.

Time Standards Probate Subcommittee Report and Recommendations

Ms. Marretta Mathes presented the Probate Subcommittee report and recommendations.
She noted that a new committee has been created that will be chaired by Justice James
Beene.

MOTION: To adopt the Time Standards Probate Subcommittee report
and recommendations, as presented. The motion was seconded and
passed. AJC 2020-13.

Commission on Technology (COT) Update

Vice Chief Justice Ann A. Scott Timmer, COT Chair and Mr. Karl Heckart, CIO and
Director of the Information Technology Division of the AOC spoke on the Commission
and provided an overview on activities at the recent COT annual meeting to include the
information technology priorities ratified by COT and discussion regarding expansion of
the current two-factor authentication security standard.

Mr. Martin Gaxiola, Chief Financial Officer for the AOC briefed the Council on the Judicial
Collection Enhancement Fund (JCEF) revenues, ongoing commitments, comparison of
revenue to expense, and the projected year-end fund balance.



MOTION: To approve the FY21 JCEF automation budget, as
recommended by the Commission on Technology and the JCEF non-
automation court programs budget and the JCEF probation budget,
as recommended by the AOC Administrative Director and as
appropriated by the Legislature, as presented. The motion was
seconded and passed. AJC 2020-14.

Arizona’s Response to the Pandemic

Mr. Marcus Reinkensmeyer, Director of the Court Services Division of the AOC; Judge
Kyle Bryson, Presiding Judge of the Superior Court in Pima County; Judge Sam Thumma,
COA, Division One; and Judge Joe Welty, Presiding Judge of the Superior Court in
Maricopa County reported on the COVID-19 Continuity of Court Operations During a
Health Emergency Workgroup (“Plan B Workgroup”) that was established by the Arizona
Supreme Court to provide additional guidance to Arizona courts in identifying best
practices supporting core court operations during the COVID-19 crisis and into the future.
They discussed the recommendations and the resumption of court operations in their
courts.

Budget Updates

Mr. Geoffrey Paulsen from the Arizona Joint Legislative Budget Committee presented
an overview of the state revenue forecast and budget update.

Mr. Philip Bye, Director of Government Relations at the National Center for State Courts
presented an update on congressional action.

Mr. Martin Gaxiola updated the Council on the judicial branch budget to include declining
fund balances.

Legislation Impacting the Judicial Branch

Mr. Jerry Landau, Government Affairs Director, and Ms. Liana Garcia and Elise Kulik,
Legislative Officers for the AOC, provided on update on this year’s legislative package.

Ms. Kulik presented on the 2 bills that passed affecting the judicial branch: SB1441:
Protection Orders; Modification; Residence Possession and SB1523: Mental Health
Omnibus.

PayNearMe
Mr. Marcus Reinkensmeyer spoke on PayNearMe that currently operates in 80 courts.
He explained that in March 2020, the Supreme Court of Arizona’s Administrative Office

of the Courts (AOC) launched a new service for court customers to make cash payments
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through the PayNearMe® network at retail locations throughout the state and nation. The
introduction of this cash payment option is the latest in a series of innovative programs
designed to fulfill major tenets of the Arizona Supreme Court’s strategic agenda.

Update on the Dellvery of Legal Services

The Chair stated that this agenda item will be held over until the October meeting due to
time constraints.

Call to the Public

Ms. Lori Ford from the Arizona Department of Child Safety (DCS) oversight group spoke
on time standards. She asked how she could find out, as a member of the public, which
judges are violating these standards. Ms. Ford expressed concern with virtual visits with
DCS that are only lasting 15 minutes per week when court-ordered visits are 2 hours per
week and no make-up times are offered.

Ms. Melinda Sherwyn expressed her concemns with Pima County and a child dying as a
result of a Rule 76.

Mr. Martin Lynch, representing We the People Court Services, spoke on the right to a jury
trial and due process when children are removed from their homes.

Ms. Patricia Cummins expressed concern regarding legal decision makers and children’s
safety and deaths, as well as misuse of Rule 63.

Adjourn

MOTION: To adjourn at 2:05 p.m. The motion was seconded and passed.
AJC 2020-15.
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