CASA of Arizona timeline

Court Appointed Special Advocates

1985 - CASA of Maricopa began as a pilot program with funding from
Phoenix Soroptimists and the Junior League of Phoenix. CASA of Arizona
was formed in October of 1985 with a mix of federal, state, county and pri-
vate monies. Original volunteers were recruited from the Foster Care
Review Board, The Junior League of Phoenix and the local chapter of the
National Council of Jewish Women. Recruitment of volunteers began in
November of 1985. The first CASAs were assigned cases in March, 1986.
Over 50 volunteers were recruited and trained in the first year.
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:-{__ - 1986 - CASA of Coconino hegan 10/1/1986 with help from a Victim As-
a b sistance Grant from the Department of Justice. The proposed budget for
ddaas the state office in 1986 was $146,708.

A Nov. 9, 1986 Arizona Re-
public article quotes Judge
C Kimball Rose: “The pro-
gram is exceeding expecta-
tions at this point. It’s a
very excellent program,
primarily because of.. very
tough screening.”

1987 - Beth Rosenberg and a committee worked to get a bill
passed in Congress to extend CAPTA funding while states
met the requirements. Policies and standards governing the
CASA Program were adopted by the Supreme Court on March
25, 1987.

1988 - CASA of La Paz
County began 2/15/88
CASA of Navajo began
7/25/88
CASA of Gila began
10/1/88

3

] CASA of Navajo County’s fifst
CASA graduates
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1989 - CASA of Pinal County began 1/9/89.
CASA of Yavapai began 1/9/89 with a grant from the Margaret T.
Morris Foundation.
CASA of Cochise County began 9/25/89
CASA of Mohave began 9/11/89

The Junior League of Phoenix’s financial
support of the CASA Program ended on
April 30, 1989. The Maricopa County Bar
Auxiliary agreed to take over the JL's re-
sponsibilities supporting CASA with train-
ing space and recognition events.

Kappa Alpha Thettas
named CASA as their na-
tional charity. The rela-
tionship continues today.
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In December of 1989 the CASA Program was
endorsed by the American Bar Association.

“Forty-five states
I have established CASA
programs thus far.
Evaluations indicate
that CASAs greatly
expedite a child's
movement through the
£ system and into a
permanent home by re-
- ducing the amount of
time the child spends
in a foster care set-
ting and reducing the
number of times a
child is moved while
in placement.”

- 1989 Arizona
Supreme Court Report
of the Commission on

the Courts




2000 - 872 active volunteers, 1,545 children served in that
year. A couple from Maricopa County, Shirley and Van Hughes
were featured on the Montel Williams Show.

The code was updated.

2001 - A study of the CASA Program found judges agree with
CASA recommendations in 76% of cases. Children with a CASA
were found to spend less time in care, receive more services
then children without a CASA and were less likely to return to
care.

Actor Martin Sheen came to Arizona and became a spokes-
man for CASA in several PSAs and promotional materials.

CASA volunteer honored

2002 - Arizona Governor Jane Dee Hull declared Oct. 28,
2002, CASA week in Arizona.
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Arizona Supreme Court Chief Justice Zlaket Calls for
Executive and Legislative Cooperation to Implement
Model Court Project for Dependencies Statewide 2007 - The CASA program was awarded the Janet Napoli-

tano “Courage for Children” Award from the Arizona Asso-
ciation of Foster and Adoptive Parents.

2010 - Judge
Robert Brutinel of
Yavapai County
was selected as
e the CASA Judge of
“..we muse have a > 3 the Year by Na-
becween the Execudve il tional CASA.
Legislative, and

Judicial branches of
governmen t to

implement the project s a v
Implemenc che project : 2015 - Total CASA volunteers: 6,204.
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