State of Arizona
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 07-040

Complainant:  Glenn J. Gimbut

Judge: Rosendo Morales, Jr.

ORDER

After reviewing the complaint, the evidence gathered during preliminary investiga-
tion, and the judge’s response, the commission finds that Judge Morales’ conduct violated
the Code of Judicial Conduct.

On November 21, 2006, attorney James Gregory entered a notice of appearance
with the Commission on Judicial Conduct to represent Judge Morales in his formal case.
On November 27, Mr. Gregory filed a motion in Judge Morales’ court to quash an arrest
warrant on behalf of a client. Without disqualifying himself and without notifying the state,
Judge Morales quashed the warrant the same day.

Canon 1 mandates that a judge uphold the integrity and independence of the
judiciary. Canon 2A requires that a judge avoid the appearance of impropriety. Canon 2B
prohibits a judge from lending the prestige of judicial office to others. The judge’s actions
in quashing a warrant based solely on a motion filed by his own attorney presented the
appearance that the judge was granting Mr. Gregory a special favor. Canon 3E(a) requires
a judge to disqualify himself when he has a personal bias concerning a lawyer. In this case,
the judge’s own lawyer was appearing before the judge, by way of his motion, and seeking
a favorable ruling which the judge granted without notice to the state.

The judge is hereby reprimanded for his conduct pursuant to Rule 17(a). The record
in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response and this order, shall be made
public as required by Rule 9(a).

Dated: September 28, 2007
FOR THE COMMISSION
\g\ J. William Brammer, Jr.

Hon. J. William Brammer, Jr.
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were mailed to the
complainant and the judge
on September 28, 2007.
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