
State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 09-182

Complainant: Wilbur Gallegos-Duran No.

Judge: Pendleton Gaines No.

AMENDED ORDER

A defendant in a criminal case alleged that the judge made several inappropriate
and unprofessional comments throughout his seven-day trial. After reviewing the com-
plaint, the trial transcripts, and the judge’s response, the commission found that the judge’s
informality and attempted humor in the courtroom gave the appearance that he did not take
the defendant’s case seriously. 

Rule 2.8 of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires a judge to be dignified and
courteous. In this instance, the judge’s behavior was inappropriate and inconsistent with
the canons, and the judge is hereby reprimanded for his conduct pursuant to Rule 17(a).
In addition, the judge is directed, pursuant to Rule 17(b), to use recording equipment in the
courtroom to record proceedings when it becomes available. 

Dated: June 22, 2010. 

FOR THE COMMISSION

 
J. William Brammer, Jr.
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judge
on June 22, 2010.


























