
State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 10-230 and 10-259

Complainant: James Haas

Judge: Frank Johnson

ORDER
After reviewing the allegations, the commissioner’s response, and the recordings

of the hearings, the commission finds that the commissioner’s conduct in this case violated
the Code of Judicial Conduct.

Rule 2.8 of the code requires judges to be patient, dignified, and courteous. The
commissioner voluntarily reported two occasions when he lost his temper and behaved
improperly. A public defender then subsequently filed a more detailed complaint alleging
the commissioner lost his temper, made improper statements, and behaved inappropriately
on several occasions. He provided the relevant recordings of the hearings showing the
commissioner berated defendants, attorneys, and individuals in the courtroom gallery. The
commission concluded that the commissioner’s behavior was egregious and unacceptable.

Accordingly, the judge is hereby reprimanded for his conduct pursuant to Rule 17(a),
and the record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response and this
order, shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).

Dated: March 18, 2011

FOR THE COMMISSION

Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judge
on March 18, 2011

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.


























