
State of Arizona 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 
 

Disposition of Complaints 12-179 and 12-197 
 
 
Complainant:  Keith Ambrose 
   Jeffery Mehrens 
 
Judge:  Marie Martinez 
 
 

ORDER 

 The complainants alleged that a municipal court hearing officer was biased, 
impatient, and discourteous.    
 
 After reviewing the complaints, the relevant hearing recordings, and the judge’s 
responses, the Commission finds that Hearing Officer Martinez violated the Code of 
Judicial Conduct, warranting an informal sanction. Specifically, in two hearings Hearing 
Officer Martinez displayed an improper demeanor and was discourteous to litigants and 
individuals in the courtroom in violation of Rule 2.8(B) of the Code by screaming at 
them repeatedly. The Commission was particularly concerned that Hearing Officer 
Martinez appeared not to realize, either during the hearings or in subsequent 
communications with the Commission, that her demeanor was improper. Thus, the 
Commission determined that the judge should obtain additional training in proper 
judicial demeanor. 
 
 Accordingly, Hearing Officer Marie Martinez is hereby reprimanded for her 
conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record of this 
case, consisting of the complaints, the judge’s responses, and this order, shall be made 
public as required by Rule 9(a). The Commission also directs Hearing Officer Martinez 
to attend the portion of Limited New Judge Orientation in 2013 that addresses proper 
judicial demeanor, pursuant to Commission Rule 17(b). 
 
 The Commission dismissed all remaining allegations.     
 
 Dated: December 4, 2012. 
       FOR THE COMMISSION 
 
        
                                                
       Louis Frank Dominguez 
       Commission Chair 
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Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judges 
on December 4, 2012.  
 

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 


















