
State of Arizona 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 
 

Disposition of Complaint 12-255 
 
 
Complainant:  Steven Tucker 
 
Judge:  John Basteen 
 
 

ORDER 

 The complainant alleged that a justice of the peace engaged in prohibited 
political activity and improperly addressed the county board of supervisors by 
suggesting that the sheriff’s office increase the issuance of traffic citations to help 
increase justice court productivity credits and salaries.   
 
 After reviewing the complaint, the relevant recording, and the judge’s response, 
the Commission finds that Judge Basteen violated the Code of Judicial Conduct, 
warranting an informal sanction. Specifically, the judge’s presentation to the Greenlee 
County Board of Supervisors regarding productivity credits for the courts included 
statements regarding the need for law enforcement to issue more citations. These 
comments could be reasonably perceived by the public to suggest an appearance of 
partiality when the judge handles traffic citations, in violation of Rule 1.2, and to suggest 
that the judge was improperly advancing the financial interests of the court over the 
public’s interest or the interests of justice, in violation of Rule 1.3. 
 
 Accordingly, Judge John Basteen is hereby reprimanded for his conduct as 
described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record of this case, 
consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and this order, shall be made public 
as required by Rule 9(a). The Commission dismissed all remaining allegations. 
 
 Dated: December 4, 2012. 
       FOR THE COMMISSION 
 
       
       
       Louis Frank Dominguez 
       Commission Chair 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judges 
on December 4, 2012.  
 

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 














