State of Arizona
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 12-261

Complainant:

Anonymous
Donna Grimsley

Judge:

Butch Gunnels

ORDER
The complainants alleged a justice of the peace was abusive following a
motorcycle accident and that he had as a motorcycle passenger at the time of the
accident an individual who was on intensive probation in his county and who had
appeared before him in criminal matters.
After reviewing the allegations and the judge’s responses, the commission finds
that the justice of the peace in this case violated the Code of Judicial Conduct. Rule 1.2 of
the Code requires judges to “act at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence
in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary and shall avoid impropriety
and the appearance of impropriety.” Judge Gunnels invited a woman for a motorcycle ride
who had appeared before him in court as a criminal defendant multiple times and who, at
the time, was on intensive probation due to felony convictions. She should not have been
in the county where the accident occurred based on the terms of her probation. Further,
when the two were involved in an accident on that ride, Judge Gunnel was profane and
disrespectful in his dealings with the law enforcement and emergency response
personnel attending the scene.
Accordingly, Judge Butch Gunnels is hereby publicly reprimanded for his conduct
as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record in this case,
consisting of the complaints, the judge’s responses, and this order shall be made public
as required by Rule 9(a).
Dated: February 27, 2013.
FOR THE COMMISSION

Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair
Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judges
on February 27, 2013.
This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.
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October 2,2012

Commission on Judicial Conduct
1501 W. Washington Street, Suite 229
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Re:

Butch Gunnels
St. Johns Justice of the Peace, Apache County

Dear Commission Members,

It has come to my attention that Justice of the Peace Butch Gunnels was in a
motorcycle accident on September 16, 2012. The passenger on his motorcycle at the
time was his date, a young woman named Bryce Hall. Ms. Hall is on lntensive Probation
in Apache County. Judge Gunnels presided over her cases at the Justice Court level in
2010 and 2011. She was ultimately placed on lntensive Probation for these charges. At
the time of the accident, Ms. Hall was out of County and was non-compliant with her
lntensive Probation schedule. As a result she was incarcerated following the accident.
I am concerned about the appearance of impropriety and the ethical implications of this
event. I fonryard a copy of the police report of the accident and transmittal certifications
of Ms. Hall's cases through St. Johns Justice Court.
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