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State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
 
 

Disposition of Complaint 12-282 
 
 
Complainant:  Voluntary report 
 
Judge:  Fred Peterson 
 
 

ORDER 

 Justice of the Peace Fred Peterson voluntarily reported that he delayed cases 
and back-dated rulings.    
 
 After reviewing the judge’s voluntary report communication and conducting a 
related investigation, the Commission finds that Judge Peterson violated the Code of 
Judicial Conduct. Specifically, by issuing delayed rulings and then backdating those 
orders in order so that the rulings would not appear so delayed, Judge Peterson 
violated Rules 1.2 and 2.5(A). The judge’s actions substantially and negatively 
impacted his staff. 
 
 Accordingly, Judge Fred Peterson is hereby reprimanded for his conduct as 
described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record of this case, 
consisting of the judge’s voluntary report and this order, shall be made public as 
required by Rule 9(a). 
 
 The Commission commends Judge Peterson for his actions in taking steps to 
ensure against future delayed rulings and demonstrating remorse for his conduct both 
through his voluntary report and in his interactions with his staff.  
 
 Dated: December 4, 2012. 
       FOR THE COMMISSION
 
       
       
       Louis Frank Dominguez 
       Commission Chair 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judges 
on December 4, 2012.  
 

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 








