
This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

 

State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 13-085 

Judge: Barbara Madanick   

Complainant:  Karen McDade   

ORDER 

The complainant alleged a justice court hearing officer mishandled her small 
claims case and that a justice of the peace failed to properly address her attempt to seek 
redress with him concerning the conduct of the hearing officer. 

Rule 1.2 of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires a judge to “act at all times in a 
manner that promotes public confidence in the judiciary.” Rule 2.2 requires a judge to 
“uphold and apply the law” and “perform all duties . . . fairly and impartially.” Rule 
2.6(A) requires a judge to protect the right of every litigant “to be heard according to 
law.” Finally, Rule 2.8(B) requires a judge to be “patient, dignified, and courteous” with 
all litigants. Hearing Officer Barbara Madanick improperly berated a litigant for 
attempting to cite to Arizona law in a small claims proceeding, advising the parties 
against “quoting any of the rules or regulations of Arizona law.” Throughout the 
hearing, Ms. Madanick inappropriately employed a bullying tone and demeanor.  

Accordingly, Hearing Officer Barbara Madanick is hereby publicly reprimanded 
for her conduct described above, pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The commission 
found no misconduct by the justice of the peace named in the complaint, and so the 
complaint is dismissed as to him pursuant to Commission Rule 16(a). The record in this 
case, consisting of the complaint, the hearing officer’s response, and this order shall be 
made public as required by Rule 9(a).  

Dated: June 27, 2013. 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

 /s/ Louis Dominguez 
Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were mailed to the 
complainant and the judicial officers 
on June 27, 2013. 
















