
This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

 

State of Arizona 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 15-085 

Judge: Gerald A. Williams  

Complainant:  Wayne F. Jackson  

ORDER 

The complainant alleged a justice of the peace conducted a debtor’s exam in 
violation of a bankruptcy stay and made demeaning and/or derogatory comments to 
him. 

Rule 2.8(B) of the Code of Judicial Conduct requires that a judge “shall be 
patient, dignified, and courteous to litigants . . . .  .” Additionally, Rule 1.2 states 
that “a judge shall act at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in 
the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary . . .  .” Finally, Rule 1.1 
requires that a “judge shall comply with the law . . .  .” 

Judge Williams, by his own admission, was “terse” with the litigants at the 
start of a judgment debtor’s examination, and then made comments to the judgment 
debtor that were mocking and demeaning. The judgment debtor had filed for 
bankruptcy prior to the hearing date and the judgment debtor exam was conducted 
in violation of the automatic stay provision of the bankruptcy code. 

To his credit, Judge Williams took responsibility for his unprofessional 
demeanor in this case. The commission is nevertheless deeply troubled by the fact 
that Judge Williams has been previously publicly reprimanded for improper 
demeanor (Case No. 06-068). Judge Williams should be fully aware that any future 
complaint of a similar nature may lead to the filing of formal charges against him 
and the imposition of more serious discipline, including censure, suspension, or 
removal. 

Additionally, while the commission acknowledges that extenuating 
circumstances existed as to why Judge Williams did not initially know the judgment 
debtor had filed for bankruptcy protection, once that knowledge came to light, a 
better practice would have been to terminate the hearing altogether, rather than 
attempting to continue the hearing on the non-filing spouse.  

 



This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

 

Accordingly, Justice of the Peace Gerald A. Williams is hereby publicly 
reprimanded for his conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 
17(a). The record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and 
this order shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).  

Dated: June 22, 2015 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on June 22, 2015. 



 
   

     
  

   

   

 

   

 

                   
                  
               

                 
       

   

 
 

 

      
  

    
 

  

 



 
   

     
  

   

   

   

 

                   
                  
               

                 
       

      
       



 
   

 
 

  
  

 

  
 

    
     

 

      

  

            
                

                  

              
               
             

                 
                

          

                  
               

               
                 

                
        

             
                 
               

               
                 

              
                

    
    

        



             

         

             

                

                 

             

          

    

                 

                 

                   

       

        

             
                

               

               

             

           

               

             

           

                 

               

             

  



        

               

            

              

              

                

               

 

              

                 

                

              

               

                

                  

    

            

            

                

                

                    

             

              

               

      

           

             

            



                  

                  

    

             

                

              

            

             

             

            

                

             

               

              

                

                

             

                

       

  

              

                 

                

               

                 



              

            

             

               

               

           

              

              

            

            

  

             

                 

                 

                 

                

               

                

             

              

               

                

                 

                      

                 

                    

                  

               





  

     
   

   
    

  

   

 
  

  
   

  

 

            

               

                 

    

         
      

            

                

                 

                

            

              

               

              



   

                

          

          
        

           

              

             

                 

                  

               

                

               

                

                

                

    

             

                

                 

               

            

           



  

      

   

     

              

                  

             

               

                

               

                

             

            

                 

                

              

          



                

               

                

        
    

              

                

                

               

            

             

              

             

          

                 

             

            

               

            

                 

             



                

             

              

        

                 

             

             

               

             

     

              

              

            

             

               

           

               

               

        
         

              

               



           

               

              

   

                

              

              

                 

            

            

             

                 

              

             

                  

            

           

             

                   

               

     



            

              

                 

              

              

             

                  

                

               

                

                

              

                 

                

                 

             

                 

              

               

              

                    
               



          

           

            

 

   



    
     

  
  

 

   
   

 
  

   

 
    

  

   

  

   
  

           

     

          

            

               

             

  

     

  

   
   

 



            

   
   
    

  
     

  
       

 

  
   



    
 

    
     

  
  

   

 

   
   

 
  

   

  
 

  

   

   

    
 

         

           

           

         

         

   

         

          

             

          

             

             



               

            

              

          

          

           

         

          

          

            

           

           

         

           

       

    

             

            

           

    

         

             

              



           

             

       

       

         

          

                

             

              

             

             

          

              

             

             

           

  

       

         

          

          

          



             

            

           

               

             

       

             

            

          

           

        

           

   

         

            

             

            

            

          

          

              

              

              



              

            

           

              

          

             

            

                

           

             

        

    

         

             

      

         
  

             

            

           

            

          

              



                

             

                

            

              

             

       

             

            

         

             

             

              

            

               

           

          

           

           

             

            

           

            



            

           

              

             

          

             

          

    

           

      

       

          

          

          

              

        

         

            

           

             

           

             

   



        
   

           

            

            

         

         
       

        

           

             

          
    

           

          

              

            

          

             

          

         

          

       



        
        

     

           

          

          

              

             

             

          

              

               

              

           

 

       
        

    

         

      

        
       

        



        
    

           

       

        
      

        

          

           

           

           

        

             

          

            

             

 

  

      

   

      

    

     

   

   
  

 



               

   
   
    

  
        



This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge. 

State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 15-085 

Judge: Gerald A. Williams 

Complainant: Wayne F. Jackson 
 

ORDER DENYING RESPONDENT JUDGE’S 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION AND 

REQUEST TO APPEAR BEFORE COMMISSION 
 

The respondent judge filed a request to appear as well as a motion for 
reconsideration of the commission’s reprimand as set forth in its previous order. 
Pursuant to Commission Policy 23, disciplinary counsel was requested to file a 
response to the motion, and did so. 

On August 7, 2015, the commission denied the request to appear and motion 
for reconsideration. As provided in Commission Policy 23, the respondent judge’s 
motion for reconsideration, disciplinary counsel’s response, and this order denying 
the motion for reconsideration shall be made a part of the record that is posted to 
the commission’s website with the other public documents (the complaint, the 
judge’s response, and the reprimand order). 

Dated: August 14, 2015 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were mailed 
to the complainant and the judge 
on August 14, 2015. 




