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State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 17-066 

Judge: Wilbur N. Hudson, III  

Complainant:  Self-Report  

AMENDED ORDER 

A municipal court judge self-reported that he failed to follow the law, engaged 
in improper ex parte communications, and failed to ensure all parties had the right 
to be heard. The conduct was also reported to the commission by the court’s presiding 
judge. 

Rule 1.1 of the Code of Judicial Conduct states “a judge shall comply with the 
law, including the Code of Judicial Conduct.” Rule 1.2 states “a judge shall act at all 
times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the independence, integrity, 
and impartiality of the judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of 
impropriety.” Rule 2.2 states “a judge shall uphold and apply the law, and shall 
perform all duties of judicial office fairly and impartially.” Additionally, Rule 2.6(A) 
states “a judge shall accord to every person who has a legal interest in a proceeding, 
or that person’s lawyer, the right to be heard according to law.” Finally, Rule 2.9(A) 
states “a judge shall not initiate, permit, or consider ex parte communications, or 
consider other communications made to the judge outside the presence of the parties 
or their lawyers, concerning a pending or impending matter . . . .”  

Judge Hudson reported that he conducted a hearing in which the father of a 
criminal defendant argued for the release of his child to a behavioral health treatment 
provider, and Judge Hudson indicated that the defendant could be released to the 
treatment provider. Neither the state nor the defendant was present during this 
hearing, nor did the victims receive any notification of the change in release 
conditions. By permitting a non-lawyer to advocate in a case, Judge Hudson’s conduct 
violated Rules 1.1, 1.2, and 2.2. Failing to afford the state, defendant, and the victims 
the right to be heard violates Rule 2.6(A), and conducting a hearing without both 
sides being present is an ex parte communication in violation of Rule 2.9(A).   

Accordingly, Judge Wilbur N. Hudson is hereby publicly reprimanded for his 
conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record in 
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this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and this order shall be 
made public as required by Rule 9(a).  

Dated: August 22, 2017 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 
/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez    
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 
 

Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on August 22, 2017. 
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State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 17-066 

Judge: Wilbur N. Hudson, III 

Complainant: Self-Report 
 

ORDER DENYING RESPONDENT JUDGE’S 
MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION AS TO THE SANCTION, BUT 

GRANTING RESPONDENT JUDGE’S MOTION TO CORRECT FACTUAL 
ERROR IN THE REPRIMAND ORDER 

 
The respondent judge filed a motion for reconsideration of the commission’s 

reprimand decision as set forth in its previous order. The motion sought 
reconsideration of the imposition of the reprimand, as well as requested the 
commission correct a factual error in the Reprimand Order issued May 11, 2017. 
Pursuant to Commission Policy 23, disciplinary counsel was requested to file a 
response to the motion, and did so. 

On August 11, 2017, the commission denied the motion for reconsideration as 
to the sanction imposed. The reprimand shall stand. However, the commission did 
grant that portion of the respondent judge’s motion to correct a factual error in the 
reprimand order dated May 11, 2017. Paragraph three of the Reprimand Order 
shall be revised to state: 

Judge Hudson reported that he conducted a hearing in which the father of a 
criminal defendant argued for the release of his child to a behavioral health 
treatment provider, and Judge Hudson indicated that the defendant 
could be released to the treatment provider. Neither the state nor the 
defendant was present during this hearing, nor did the victims receive any 
notification of the change in release conditions. By permitting a non-lawyer 
to advocate in a case, Judge Hudson’s conduct violated Rules 1.1, 1.2, and 
2.2. Failing to afford the state, defendant, and the victims the right to be 
heard violates Rule 2.6(A), and conducting a hearing without both sides 
being present is an ex parte communication in violation of Rule 2.9(A). 
(amended language is shown in bold) 

 

An amended reprimand order shall issue.  
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As provided in Commission Policy 23, the respondent judge’s motion for 
reconsideration, disciplinary counsel’s response, this order denying the motion for 
reconsideration, and the amended reprimand order shall be made a part of the 
record that is posted to the commission’s website with the other public documents 
(the self-report letter, the presiding judge’s letter, and the reprimand order). 

Commission member Art Hinshaw did not participate in the consideration of 
this matter. 

Dated: August 22, 2017 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on August 22, 2017. 
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State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 17-066 

Judge: Wilbur N. Hudson, III  

Complainant:  Self-Report  

ORDER 

A municipal court judge self-reported that he failed to follow the law, engaged 
in improper ex parte communications, and failed to ensure all parties had the right 
to be heard. The conduct was also reported to the commission by the court’s 
presiding judge. 

Rule 1.1 of the Code of Judicial Conduct states “a judge shall comply with the 
law, including the Code of Judicial Conduct.” Rule 1.2 states “a judge shall act at all 
times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the independence, integrity, 
and impartiality of the judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of 
impropriety.” Rule 2.2 states “a judge shall uphold and apply the law, and shall 
perform all duties of judicial office fairly and impartially.” Additionally, Rule 2.6(A) 
states “a judge shall accord to every person who has a legal interest in a proceeding, 
or that person’s lawyer, the right to be heard according to law.” Finally, Rule 2.9(A) 
states “a judge shall not initiate, permit, or consider ex parte communications, or 
consider other communications made to the judge outside the presence of the 
parties or their lawyers, concerning a pending or impending matter . . . .”  

Judge Hudson reported that he conducted a hearing in which the father of a 
criminal defendant argued for the release of his child to a behavioral health 
treatment provider, and Judge Hudson granted that request, signing a release order 
to be effective a few days later. Neither the state nor the defendant was present 
during this hearing, nor did the victims receive any notification of the change in 
release conditions. By permitting a non-lawyer to advocate in a case, Judge 
Hudson’s conduct violated Rules 1.1, 1.2, and 2.2. Failing to afford the state, 
defendant, and the victims the right to be heard violates Rule 2.6(A), and 
conducting a hearing without both sides being present is an ex parte communication 
in violation of Rule 2.9(A).   

Accordingly, Judge Wilbur N. Hudson is hereby publicly reprimanded for his 
conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record in 
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this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and this order shall be 
made public as required by Rule 9(a).  

Dated: May 17, 2017 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on May 17, 2017. 



   
 

     

 

       
    

     
  

 
   

 

         

       

               

                
  

       

  
      
              

        
             

   

         

                
             

              
                

              

          



           
          

  

  

          
              

                   
               

              
              

           
           

              

              

           
              

           

          
              

        

               
               

              
                

                
            

              

      

           
 

               
         

             



               

               
                 

                 
              

             
              

            
             

         

             
 

             

                  

              
              

               
              

               

               
    

                 
                 
               

               
               

               

          

           
       



                 

                 
               
           
              

              
              
                

             

              

           

              
         

             
                  

   

              
              

             
                

                
                
              

 

               
           



              
               
                

              
 

 

   

  





         

                 

         
                 

                 

               

               

                

                 

                 

                 

                 

               

      

               

 

               

                

               

                

     

        

                

           

   

                 

 

               

  

                

          

                 

           
               

               

               

          

               

               



                  

              

               

             

             

                

            

             

             

                 

                 

               

              

                

          

                

               

                

             

        

               

               

              

  

                 

                

       

             

               

                 

                 
               

             

        

   
  



 
   

 

  

     

 

  

   
   

     
  

        

       

             

            
            

              
           

               

     

         

          
            

       
           

 

              

              
              

              
              

              
 

  

         
           



   
    
 
 

            
              

        

               
               

             
    

          
          

         
          

   

                
            

      

            
             

            
               

               
                

  

           
               

             
               

             
               

                 
              
              

            
               
             

                
              

            

            
             

       



   
    
 
 

              
              

              
               

   

            
             
             
             

                   
             

             
               

               
               

                
    

             
             

 

        



  
 

  

    
 

    
     

  
  

   

  

   

 
   

     
    
 

 

          

           

           

          

          

                

  

       

          

   

           
             



       
           

          
           

          
           

           
           

         

            

  

        

            

              

            

    

            

               

           

              

           

            

          

            

              



  

            
          

      

  

          
            

         
     

            

      

          

               

                

           

          

            

      

           

          

           

           
             

            
        



        
        

            
          

          
           

           
           

       

         

        

            

             

          

           

             

               

       

              

              

             

          

             

             

              

               



             

          

             

 

          

             

            

            

              

           

      

          

             

          

        

    

             

            

           

    

             

          



             

              

               

           

   

       

         

           

                 

           

           

         

       

         

         

     

           

             

            

                

              



          

       

             

             

             

             

            

             

           

             

            

              

             

            

            

    

           

      

           



       

             

              

             

           

            

         

            

            

             

 

         
  

           

   

          
      

            

             

               

      

          
          

            
             



          
         

          

    

           
   

        

        
         

    

         

        
          

 

           

              

      

              

             
          

             
               

           
               

            
         



       
       

        

        
   

           

         
        

     

            

       

         

            

             

            

           



 

       

            

    

      

   

 

             

    
   

            

  

  
   




