State of Arizona
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Disposition of Complaint 18-119
Judge:

Steve Urie

Complainant: Commission on Judicial Conduct
ORDER
The commission initiated an investigation into a Facebook posting by a
justice of the peace that implicated Rules 1.2 and 2.10 of the Code.
Judge Steve Urie posted an exchange on his Facebook page that purported to
be a verbatim account of his conversation with a litigant in his court on an eviction
proceeding. Instead of specific names, Judge Urie referred to the individuals by
their role in the case – “landlord,” “tenant,” etc. The case involved drugs being
found in the tenant’s apartment, and the tenant making incriminating statements.
When one of Judge Urie’s friends questioned if this was a true story, Judge Urie
replied, “Yes. It goes without staying but the tenant wasn’t the brightest bulb in
the chandelier.”
The commission did not find a violation of Rule 2.10, as the underlying
matter had been concluded, so this was not a comment on a pending or impending
matter. However, the commission did find that the posting itself, as well as Judge
Urie’s reply, violated Rule 1.2. Rule 1.2 states “A judge shall act at all times in a
manner that promotes public confidence in the independence, integrity, and
impartiality of the judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of
impropriety.” The posting and reply mocked the intelligence level of the tenant.
This is an appearance of impropriety and diminishes public confidence in the
judiciary.
Accordingly, Judge Steve Urie is hereby publicly reprimanded for his conduct
as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). In his response to the
commission, Judge Urie noted that he had removed his reply comment from the
posting, however, the Commission directs that Judge Urie remove the entire post
from his Facebook page. Additionally, the commission directs Judge Urie to review
Judicial Ethics Advisory Opinion 14-01 1 so he can ensure all future social media
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postings comply with the Code and that opinion. The record in this case, consisting
of the complaint, the judge’s response, and this order shall be made public as
required by Rule 9(a).
Commission members Chris Ames, George H. Foster, Jr. and Anna Mary
Glaab did not participate in the consideration of this matter.
Dated: June 12, 2018
FOR THE COMMISSION
/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair
Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on June 12, 2018.
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