State of Arizona
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Disposition of Complaint 18-243
Judge:

Fenton F. Delaney

Complainant: Self-Report
ORDER
A pro tem justice of the peace self-reported improper demeanor and
disqualification issues.
On June 27, 2018, Pro Tem Judge Delaney presided over an eviction
proceeding (Haddad v. Brown & Salas). As the hearing progressed, the matter
became contentious. Mr. Haddad became belligerent toward the court and the
opposing parties, and Judge Delaney did not take appropriate measures to deescalate the matter and raised his own voice toward Mr. Haddad. The matter
became so contentious that Judge Delaney activated the alarm button in the
courtroom to summon security, and Judge Delaney later requested that law
enforcement arrest Mr. Haddad for contempt of court. Later that same day, Ms.
Salas sought an injunction against harassment against Mr. Haddad, and Judge
Delaney heard the ex parte request for a protective order. This proceeding was not
recorded. Judge Delany issued the injunction against harassment against Mr.
Haddad, when he should have disqualified himself and referred the matter to
another judge based on what had transpired between Mr. Haddad and Judge
Delaney earlier that day.
Judge Delaney’s conduct violated the following provisions of the Code of
Judicial Conduct:
● Rule 1.2: A judge shall act at all times in a manner that promotes
public confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of
the judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of
impropriety.
● Rule 2.8:
(A) A judge shall require order and decorum in proceedings
before the court.
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(B) A judge shall be patient, dignified, and courteous to
litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, court staff, court officials, and
others with whom the judge deals in an official capacity, and shall
require similar conduct of lawyers, court staff, court officials, and
others subject to the judge’s direction and control.
● Rule 2.11:
(A) A judge shall disqualify himself or herself in any proceeding
in which the judge’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned,
including but not limited to the following circumstances:
(1) The judge has a personal bias or prejudice concerning a
party or a party’s lawyer, or personal knowledge of facts that are in
dispute in the proceeding.
...
(6) The judge:
(c) was a material witness concerning the matter . . .
Accordingly, Pro Tem Justice of the Peace Fenton F. Delaney is hereby
publicly reprimanded for his conduct as described above and pursuant to
Commission Rule 17(a). The record in this case, consisting of the judge’s self-report
and this order shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).
Commission members Gus Aragòn, Peter J. Eckerstrom and George H.
Foster, Jr., did not participate in the consideration of this matter.
Dated: September 18, 2018
FOR THE COMMISSION
/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair
Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on September 18, 2018.
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