
State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 19-118 

Judge: Adeline Martinez 

Complainant:  Administrative Office of the Courts 

ORDER 

This matter was referred to the Commission from the Administrative Office 
of the Courts (AOC) following an operational review of the Winkelman Municipal 
Court in November 2018, which revealed numerous deficiencies. 

Among the deficiencies noted in the operational audit were:  failure to 
properly advise defendants of their rights in criminal cases, lack of required 
reporting of dispositions to MVD and DPS, failure to forward appropriate protective 
order information to the sheriff’s office, failure to have sufficient recording 
equipment to create and maintain a record of the proceedings, and failure to abide 
by supreme court rules and directives, including the lack of a language-access plan 
and lack of compliance with various accounting standards.  Several months passed 
before Judge Martinez identified corrective measures for the noted deficiencies.  In 
her response to the Commission, Judge Martinez noted that she did not believe 
many of the rules were applicable to her court, based on its small size and rural 
location.  She also stated that while she and her staff “tried” to learn the rules, they 
would forget certain procedures due to the infrequency of those cases arising in her 
court.  While this investigation was pending, Judge Martinez chose to retire 
effective May 31, 2019. 

Judge Martinez’ conduct amounted to a dereliction of duty and violated the 
following provisions of the Code and the Arizona Constitution: 

Rule 1.1, which states, “A judge shall comply with the law, including the 
Code of Judicial Conduct.” 

Rule 1.2, which states, “A judge shall act at all times in a manner that 
promotes public confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the 
judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety.” 

Rule 2.5(A), which states, “A judge shall perform judicial and administrative 
duties competently, diligently, and promptly.” 
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Article 6.1, Section 4, Arizona Constitution, which forbids a judge to engage 
in “conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice that brings the judicial office 
into disrepute.”   

Accordingly, Judge Adeline Martinez is hereby publicly reprimanded for her 
conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a).  The record in 
this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response, and this order shall be 
made public as required by Rule 9(a).  

Dated: August 13, 2019 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez 
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on August 13, 2019. 














































































































































