State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 21-023

Judge:

Complainant:

ORDER

The complainant alleged a justice of the peace did not timely issue or
distribute judgments and erroneously altered the interest rate under the
judgments.

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear
and convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take
disciplinary action against a judicial officer.

After review, the Commission found that the judge failed to follow the law
regarding interest rates and that his staff failed to timely distribute judgments.
While this was improper under Rules 2.5(A) and 2.12(A) of the Code of Judicial
Conduct, the Scope Section of the Code provides that not every transgression will
result in the imposition of discipline. The Commission decided, after considering all
the facts and circumstances, to dismiss the Complaint pursuant to Commission
Rules 16(b) and 23(a), but to issue a warning letter to the judicial officer reminding
him to ensure his staff timely distributes rulings and to research and follow the law
regarding interest rates.

Commission members Roger D. Barton, Barbara Brown and Delia R. Neal did
not participate in the consideration of this matter.

Dated: September 17, 2021
FOR THE COMMISSION

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on September 17, 2021.















confer among themselves about the matter as required- When they do confer, each persop will charge for the
dme expended. We will charge for waiting time and for travel time in court and elsewhere. We charge for
sur time with 1he {nitial minimum unit of 25 hoar (15 minates) and all additional time billed in .} (6 minute)
increments. The rates o1l this schedule are subject to change on 10 days written potice. 1f you decline t0 pay
any increased rates, we will bave the right to withdraw as youyr lawyers. Additional charges may be rendered
f the outcome of the matter warrants the same. :

7. COSTS AND EXPENSES: In addition to paying legal fees, client ghall reimburse attorney for ali
costs znd expenses jpcurred by attorney, incinding, but not limited to, process servers fees, fees fixed by law
or assessed by courts or other agencies, court reporters' fees, espert witness fees and all other costs a:_xd
expenses incurred on client’s behalf. Cllent authorizes gttorney to incur all_reasnnable costs and to hire any
investigators, consultants or expert witnesses reasonably necesssry in attorney's judgment.

8. STATEMENTS: Attornéy shall send client periodic statements for fees and costs incurred. Client
shall pay attorney's statements within ten (10) days after each statement's date.
9. LIEN: Client bereby graats attorney a lien on any and all claims or causes of action that are the

subjects of attoroey's representation ander this agreemeat. Attorney's lien will be for any suins due and
owing to attorney at the conclusion of atiorney's services. The lien will attach to a0y recovery client may
obtain, whether by arbitration award, judgment, settiement or otherwise and also gttach to any and ail
matters or amounts oT property which legally are in atiormey's possession. Attorney shali bave al} general
possessory or retaining liens and all special or charging liens known to common law. ARy gtiorney
representing the clieut in this action will honor this licn as if specifically signed by the client. Transfer of the
file wili not negate attorney's charging lien for all amount due ander this agresment. AR attorney's charging
tien mpplies 1o 20Y amount recovered, any amounts paid to the atiorney for the client’s benefit or aBy ameunts
which the client has a claim against which come into the attorney's possession and a retaining lien applies to
the client's file to secure payment of fees and costs.

10.  INTEREST AND COLLECTION COSTS: Client agrees to pay interest at the rate of ONE AN
ONE-HALF (1 1/2) PERCENT PER MONTH (which Is an anpust percentage rate of EIGHTREEN
PERCENT) ohi the ontstanding balence due beyand ten (10) 4ays after presentation of each statement, the
accrued interest to be deducted from each monthly paymest with the balance being applied to principal. itis
further understood that, should reconrse to ltigation be necessary to collect on this ebligation, the client wilt
pay 2n additional amount incurred for reasonsble attorney's fees in the collection litigation plus costs
incarred therein. If attorney employs 2 collection agency client will pay ail charges made by the collection
agency. Collection agency costs, charges and fees will be gdded to the remaining principal amoant awed to
the attorney. The client understands and agrees that the attorney is pot in the business of extending creit for
his services nor is this agreement intended to be ah extension of credit to the ciient.

i1 DISCHARGE AND WITHDRAWAL: Client may discharge attorney at apy time. Attormey may
withdraw with client's consent or for good cange. Good cause includes chient's breach of this agreement, B0~
payment of fees or cosis &5 provided for herein and within the time siated herein, client's refosal to cooperate
with atiorney or to follow attorney's advice, client vot heing truthfsl or any other fact or circumstance that
wonld render attorney's continning representstion unlpwiul, unethical er not feagible. The firm has the right
to withdraw from your representation should you verbally sbuse or use profanity to either the attorney or the
otaff, In the event the client discharges the attorney, the clieat agrees to pay attorney for all services rendered
by attorney calculated on the basis of actusl work hours expended at the rate of - Pariner, $250.00 per hour,
Associate, 5200.00 per bour and for all other fees, charges and expenses incarred pursuant to this agreement
priot to the date of such discharge oF withdrawal. If court permisskon is reqaired to be acquired client will
pay attorney for all services performed until the court signs the withdrawal. Said sum shall be paid by client
to attorney within ten (10) days sl amounts charged to cHent pursuant to this agreement. Transfer of the file
will not negate attorney's charging lien for amount due under this paragraph and any atiorney representing
the client will bonor this lied as if specifically signed by the client. Client also agrees to reimburse the
attorney for any expenses advanced by the attorney o t's behalf as provided for in this agreement.

12 SETTLEMENT: Client and atiorney mutnally agree that they will make no settlement without the
approval of each other. If the attorney obtains an offer in settlement that, in his opinion, is reasonable, and
the client desires not to accept, attorney will have the right to withdraw from representation of the client. In
such an event, the client agres 0 prompily pay attorney for all services remdered by attorney prior to the
date of such withdrawal. Payment of all fees and costs due shall be made withbe ten (18) days of withdrawal
13. CONCLUSION OF SERVICES: When sttorney's services conclude, il unpaid charges shall become



THE COMMISSION’S POLICY IS
TO POST ONLY THE FIRST FIVE
PAGES OF ANY DISMISSED
COMPLAINT ON ITS WEBSITE.

FOR ACCESS TO THE
REMAINDER OF THE
COMPLAINT IN THIS MATTER,
PLEASE MAKE YOUR REQUEST
IN WRITING TO THE
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL
CONDUCT AND REFERENCE
THE COMMISSION CASE
NUMBER IN YOUR REQUEST.





